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Lesson Calendar for the Next Quarter 


Golden Text for the Quarter; I come quickly: hold fast that 

which thou hast, that no one take thy crown.—Rev. 3: 11. 

. July 5.—The Laborers inthe Vineyard. ..... Matt. 20: 1-16 
July 12.—Greatness through Service. ...... Mark 10 : 32-45 
July 19 —Blind Bartimaeus ........... Mark 10 : 46-52 

- July 26.—The Pounds and the Talents . . Luke 19 : 11-27 
August 2.—The Triumphal Entry... .... . . Mark rr:1-13 

. August 9 —The Barren Fig ‘Tree and the Defiled 
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Temple (Temperance Lesson). ...... Mark rr : 12-33 
7 August 16 —The Wicked Husbandmen...... Matt. 21 : 33-46 
8. August 23.—The Wedding Feast ......... Matt 22: 1-14 
9. August 30 —A Day of Questions ........ Matt 22: 15-22 
10. September 6 —The Great Commandments . . . . Mark 12 : 28-44 


11 September 13 —The Ten Virgins ........ .Matt 25: 1-13 
12. September 20 —The Judgment of the Nations . . Matt. 25 : 31-46 
13. September 27.—Review : Jesus the Judge of Men 





Your own home may as well be the center to which 
will come from all directions, at your request, an- 
swers to your shopping inquiries, or material to meet 
your household needs. Your home becomes such a 
center when you make wise use of advertisements 
that are laid before you inthe papers you like best. 
This portion of The Sunday School Times should by 
no means be overlooked. 











To-day 
By Caroline Kellogg 


O-DAY! To-day, we have it all! 
To use, to spend. 
All yesterdays are past recall. 
Time will not lend 
One little hour from out the past, 
So use to-day while it shall last. 
To-day! To-day, it is our own. 


To-morrow may 
Elude us. Death stands near. 
But of to-day 
He may not robus. Only we 
May lose or use. Which shall it be ? 








How Near to Christ? 


Satan often tries his utmost to have us put some 
good thing between ourselves and our Lord. Chris- 
tian service, a belief about Christ, our own faith, 
Bible reading, our prayers, are some of the things 
which the Adversary suggests as worthy of chief at- 
tention and care. It is told of a famous Scotch divine 
that upon his death-bed, when life had almost gone 


fiom the weakened body, his wife whispered, ‘‘ You 
know in whom you have believed.’’ Sudden energy 
took hold of the old man ashe cried, ‘‘I know whom 
I have believed."’ Not even a preposition would he 
let come between his Lord and himself. We hesitate 
to use the boldness to ask for direct audience, imme- 
diate contact, with the King. But that is what He 
longs for and wants us to claim, moment by moment, 


x 
Finding What Was Lost 


Christ not only saves lost men, but he saves what 
men have lost. ‘*The Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.'’ ‘* We have lost 
the track,’’ was the sad observation of a great preacher 
upon the religious outlook, expressed to a missionary 
who had recently come from the heart of Africa. 
‘«But you know,’’ the missionary answered, ‘‘ that 
Jesus Christ said, ‘I am the track.’’’ Our Lord has 
one great method in saving men and in recovering to 
men what they have lost out of life: he offers himself 
as the answer to their need, He came to give men 
life, and said, ‘*I am the life.’* They asked him to 
show the unknown way and he answered, ‘‘I am the 
way.’’ The one need that a lost man has, and the 
many needs that a saved man has, alike are met 
by ‘‘looking unto Jesus."’ 


ew 
The Challenge of the Untried 


When our work gets to be fairly easy-going be- 
cause of increased skill in doing the accustomed 
things, it is time to beware. When God throws us 
out upon an untried task for which we seem wholly 
unprepared, it is time to give thanks. Human love 


< 


of comfort longs for the time when the struggle to 
conquer in the daily tasks shall give way to a recog- 
nized mastery over them. The Father's love for his 
children ever seeks to have us launch out into deeps 
where we have never been. He would have us at 
service which cannot be done easily—indeed cannot 
be done at all except in Him who strengthens us. A 
returned missionary was recently rejoicing over the 
series of unaccustomed experiences into which God 
had been leading her in America. So ‘utterly unfit 
did she feel for some of these tasks that the need of 
incessant waiting upon God was ever before her. And 
she found God in the hard things as she could not 
have found him in the easier ones. Are we gaining 
the full blessing of the difficulties of this preparation- 
life by which God invites us into his best fellowship ? 


x 
Joy that Lights up Heaven 


Giving gladness to Christ is the marvelous op- 
portunity that is open to men—both to sinners and to 
Christians. A Christian lawyer, who has known 
what it is to be in the depths of sin and rebellion 
against God and is now living a life of consecration 
and soul-winning, was reading this verse: ‘* There is 
joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sin- 
ner that repenteth.’’ <‘‘I had always thought,’’ he 
said, ‘‘that this meant that the angels were glad. But 
now a new meaning flashed out from the verse. It is 
not speaking of the angels’ joy. It is Christ's joy, 
and all heaven knows aboutit.’’ What a privilege 
to bring such a joy to our Lord that the angels see it 
lighting up even his face! And this joy comes, not 
when a nation is converted, but when ome sinner re- 
pents. How infinitely is the fruit of our service mul- 
tiplied when it reaches heaven ! 
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The Neglected Truth of Rewards 


ye DALE of Birmingham was one of the men 
who was always at work upon the contents of 
the gospel, and always sending it a stage farther 
into men’s hearts and lives. As some one said of 
him, he spent his life under the spell of one great 
Christian truth after another. But quite as important 
as the discoveries he made were his re-discoveries, 
Every now and again he would find that he had failed 
to notice what had always been right under his hand, 
Like all others who deal with the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, he would often be surprised to find how 
little account he had made of some of the great com- 
forts of the gospel. Late in his life it flashed over him 
him that he had hardly said anything about the re- 
wards, and he said ; ‘‘If I were to begin my ministry 
over again,’ I would make a great deal more than I 
ever have of the rewards of the Christian life.’ 

We are all very much in the position of Dr, Dale. 
The matter of rewards has almost fallen out of our 
speech. ‘Weare not quite sure whether it is worthy 
of us to think of them, or look for them, or act in 
view of them. And there is not a little in the way of 
maxim and preaching to make us feel that we must 
not expect a reward, but do good things simply be- 
cause they are good todo. Indeed, there has been 
so much said and oversaid in praise of disappoint- 
ment and the right use of affliction, and there has 
long been such abstention in the pulpit and in Chris- 
tian writing from all allusion to the rewards of right- 
eousness, that one would suppose that it was no longer 
a worthy motive for a Christian to cherish. Once let 


it get going that the love of praise, or the desire for 
gratitude, or the hope of joy, or the wish for promo- 
tion, may become dangerous, and immediately we 
spring over to the other extreme and assume that they 
have no use at all as incentives and motives. 


It has 





certainly become a spiritual fashion to rule out pretty 
much all allusion to the subject of rewards here and 
hereafter. 

But fashions cannot permanently make over the 
human heart, and though we may silence the hope of 
a reward we cannot quite crush it out. Christ used 
the motive freely. For the joy that was set before 
him he endured the cross, despising the shame. And 
it is no shame to us that we long to have our best 
work result in the cheering return of men’s gratitude, 
nor that we long for our love to be answered by love. 
As Phillips Brooks says: ‘*The joyous, thankful 
recognition of your fellow-men is the true issue of 
the life which gives itself for them. The two be- 
long together, service and thanks,’’ We may go 
too far in putting asunder what God has joined 
together. There is many a chilled and dispirited 
worker who has manfully repressed his natural: and 
glowing hope that duty would flower out in joy. 
He has been told so often that it is a debased 
service which is rendered in hope of reward that he 
believes it, and now he continues to do his duty, but 
he does it without spring or beauty. He is bewil- 
dered. When his heart lifts toward some possible 
joy that will crown his endeavor, as he certainly will 
if there is anything of the child-heart left in him, he 
crushes the thought like a Spartan, and says to him- 
self: ‘‘I ought not to think of it." And gradually 
his conception of his Master is all changed into that 
of an austere being whose work is so serious and 
whose methods are so inexorable that he cannot . 
stoop to consider such things. as man's natural feel- 
ings. So gloom becomes the settled atmosphere of 
duty to such a man, and the mistake darkens and 
obscures his life. 

What men have been really trying. to say is that the 
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reward may be long in coming, and often so tragically 
Jong that out of sheer self-de nse we must often con- 
sent not to think much about it for the time. -Mean- 
ing only to tell us to keep the desire within bounds, 
they have, in some exaltation of austerity which may 
be just as dangerous as that of elation, gone too far, 
and told us to crush it. And that teaching of reward 
is one of the missing proportions of the gospel of to- 
day. We hardly dare ventilate our profound, in- 
stinctive, and childlike hopes of a reward in the world 
to come for fear some one may say we are doing our 
duty solely for its reward. 

The gospel came into a world where there was little 
to look forward to. Life seemed to move in a vicious 
circle, always coming back to what it started with. 
Spiritual effort was chilled. Never did any one use 
the incentive of reward with freer hand than Paul. 
‘¢God is not mocked,’’ he said, ‘‘for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap.’ We apply the 
word too much to the results of sin, while Paul's main 
emphasis was on the glorious certainty that all right 
endeavor would have its result. The best of us need 
to be refreshed again with the hope of a reward, not 
of mere pay, but of our deeds and efforts growing as 
a plant does into its bloom, The worst of us need to 
be helped out of the desperate and paralyzing fear 
that our efforts will be neglected, and never come to 
any result. We believe that once again reward ought 
to be joined to duty, that thousands of hearts would 
spring up to take their task again if we were not so 
grudging in telling them what they.may hope for. 

Are we so much wiser or better off or stronger than 
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when we were young, and our lives were constantly 
spurred and inspired by the thought of reward? Are 
they any truer or saner because they no longer look 
forward to anything? It may be that the poverty of 
our accomplishment is in no small measure due to the 
loss of expectation, As Dr. Dale said that if he were 
to begin his ministry over again he would make much 
more of rewards, so each one of us may say that we 
will begin our Christian life over again by making 
more of it too. 

We may think we can do and are doing our full 
duty without giving a thought to reward. But perhaps 
the duty might be done less languidly or less stolidly 
if once again we really looked for the result. Perhaps 
the setness with which we have looked for none has 
imparted a sterility to our efforts which we do not 
realize. Go and lavish some attention on some one, 
do your best in the hope of a response, and your very 
expectation may create it. So some piece of work 
which you have been long doing,—you do not half 
suspect how mechanically because no one seems to 
have appreciated it,—do it again prepared for grati- 
tude and recognition. The work will be done then 
the way all work ought to be, and the chances are it 
will meet with a response. Believe once again in 
your fellow-men after every disappointment, and serve 
them with your best, unstintedly, and, as Christ said, 
they may give back good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, and running over. There may be 
failures, and there may be delays. Some rewards 
may never come in this world, but the law of reward 
stands firm and rich and beneficent none the less. 





Claiming Our Children’s Salvation 

Is there any suffering keener than that of the 
parent who longs for the salvation of a child and fails 
to see it? Could there be any better news for such 
parents than that their suffering and uncertainty are 
unnecessary? Many will read with interest and deep 
sympathy the following letter from a_ missionary 
mother : 


I am now in the home land for an enforced rest, and feel 
impelled to communicate to you a matter which is heavy on 
my heart, 

For years I have poured out my heart before God in behalf 
of some of my dear children, each of whom has a name to live, 
but is dead as toa real heart experience and practise of the 
Christian life. I have that assurance that my prayers are 
heard, and that the blessing I seek must come to them ; they 
are not unapproachable or wholly unresponsive—in a way, I 
believe they really yearn for the true life. It has pleased God 
to hear me for many another who has come out joyfully into 
the life which is Christ, but my mind is not at rest in regard to 
these, at this point: is it Satan's snare that I can let this. mat- 
ter of their eternal peace continue unsettled, and they living 
on lives of failure and loss, if not positive sin? May I claim, 

‘Now is the time of salvation,’’ and insist that now is the 
accepted time, and on present salvation? Or is this yielding 
to impatience, and a sinful distrust of Him who knows ‘all, and 
does all things well? 

It is anguish to think one of them may continue a day or 
hour without a full salvation, if it is my privilege to insist that 
my Father's will for them be done now ; and it is equally so if 
I presumptuously fail to trust Him and “ wait patiently.” - 
‘Concerning my sons and daughters, comm and ye me,’ 

? 


Dare I carry it so far as to say, ‘‘ Now, Lord"’ 


There is another missionary parent whose faith has 
been tested through many experiences and built up 
through feeding on the Word of God, whose convic- 
tions on this subject the Editor has wanted this 
mother and many others to share through the columns 
of The Sunday School Times ; and so he has been 
asked to give his views on this letter, They furnish 
the remainder of these comments : 


In the first two verses of Hebrews 12, and step- 
ping out, as it were, in the full flush of the inspiration 
of having been in the presence of, and still seeming 
to feel ourselves surrounded by, the heroes who have 
won a place in the divine ‘‘ Westminster Abbey”’ of 
the previous chapter, and who had ‘‘ obtained a good 
repert through /fazth,’’ we find ourselves confronted 
with the exhortation : 

‘*Therefore /e¢ us also, seeing we are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, ay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
ws, and let us run with patience the race set before us, 
looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our 
faith.” 

The easily besetting sin here is plainly UNBELIEF. 
Oh, how we need to watch against its presence in our 
hearts! and against him who is és author and per- 
fecter! He knows where he would have us look. He 





knows how how much depends on where we look. 
‘« Mine eye affecteth mine heart’’ (Lam. 3 : 51). 

This dear mother’s letter shows that her rest of 
mind is (even though she may not realize this) de- 
pendent on what she sees in the lives of her children. 
God wants her rest of mind to depend on what she 
does not see except by faith. She is looking in the 
wrong place for any rest of mind that is God-given, 
when she looks at the lives of her children or at.any- 
thing else that she can see without faith. 

‘* The race set before us.’’ Is not this simply what 
God sets or permits to be set before us in this life? 
As Christian parents, how are we to run the race in 
relation to the children God has given us? God's 
word does not say wé are to run it looking unto our 
children. They, and we, are likely to suffer loss if 
we run it that way. God's word does say we are to 
run it ‘looking unto Jesus, Author, Perfecter-of-our 
faith.’’ It is God’s will that we shall certainly win 
‘*the joy set before [us as we are in] him’’ (Jesus), 
for ourselves and for our children, if we obey the rules 
of the race; and so he has been careful to state them 
plainly. It is God’s will that, if we are obeying the 
rules zow, the vision of that joy as we see it in the 
face of Jesus, shall be a constant inspiration to us, 
and a constant rest to heart and mind. 

This dear mother writes of her children as though 
their present condition and attitude, as she sees it, in 
relation to God, were all that have to be considered 
in deciding whether or not the Father‘s will is being 
done for them mow. The rules of the race show that 
much more has to be considered. The Father's will 
for them includes all the providences of God that 
touch their lives, and these providences include the 
condition and attitude of the mother herself, as the 
petitioner, in her relation to God on their behalf. It 
may be that just there the Father's will for them, 
through her, finds an obstacle. His will for them in- 
volves that she must not be anxious about them after 
she has committed them to him (see Phil, 4 : 6, 7, 
Revised Version). His will is that having committed 
them to him she shall be thankful and at rest. 

It may help her to see more clearly where she and 
they stand if she will ask herself the following ques- 
tions ° 

Was it the Father's will for them and for me that 
was being done when ‘‘I prayed out my heart before 
God in their behalf’’ ? She will answer, Yes, in- 
deed ! 

Was it the Father's will for them and for me that 
was being done when he gave me ‘‘the assurance 
that my prayers for them were heard’’ ? Again, she 
will answer, Yes! 

Is the Father's will for them and for myself being 
now done in and through me when, after he has given 
me the ‘assurance that my prayers for them were 
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heard,’’ I am saying, ‘‘The matter of their eternal 
peace continues unsettled’’? The answer here must 
be, No, a thousand times no! 

If the Father's will is not being done, whose will is 
it but the will of the author and perfecter of unbelief 
that is being done? 

Having discovered where she stands, she will see 
clearly that the Father's will, for her children, and in 
the sphere in which their condition affects her rest of 
mind as the petitioner, ‘‘insists’’ that ‘‘ zow'' is the 
time for her to exercise the privilege of believing God, 
and of saying: 

‘*This is the boldness which we [I] have toward 
him, that if we [I] ask anything according to his will, 
he heareth us [me], and if we [I] know that he hear- 
eth us [me], whatsoever we [I] ask, we [I] know that 
we [I] Aave [here and now] the petitions which we 
[I] have asked of him’’ (1 John 5 : 34, 15). 

God calls his children to have faith in his word, 
and to rest on his word, and to ‘‘ have no confidence 
in the flesh’? whose physical and mental powers of 
perceiving and knowing are so completely vitiated by 
sin that they are not trustworthy. ‘‘ For I know that 
in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing : 
for to will is present with me,’ but to do that which is 
good is not’’ (Rom. 7 : 18). 

Faith in God's word is God's gift ; we cannot get it 
in any other way than as a‘ gift from God. It is of- 
fered by him to all who will accept it, and when we 
possess it we have in ita miraculous gift ; it is the 
very substance of the things we hope for, the very 
proof and test that we possess them though apart 
from faith we'see them not (Heb. 11:1). ‘*We 
walk by faith, not by appearance’’ (2 Cor. ‘5 : 7). 
‘««The things which are seen are temporal ; but the 
things which are not’seen are eternal’’ (2 Cor. 4 : 18). 
If, therefore, this mother has a privilege to ‘insist"’ 
upon anything in connection with the Father's will 
for her children, it is, first of all, that she shall say: 
‘«No matter what I may or may not see in the lives 
of my children at the present time, the matter of their 
eternal peace continues settled.’’ So shall she show 
that she believes God, and so shall she fling back in 
the. Devil's teeth his beautifully phrased lie, by 
simply. striking out the negative prefix in the last 
word of it (where he tries to say uasettled), and so 
shall she find her mind at rest. 

The reasonableness of all this appeals to our com- 
mon sense as soon as the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to 
see it, and it is in harmony with the teaching of Scrip- 
ture. When we surrender ourselves to God he means 
that we shall p!ace in his keeping all we are and have, 
We must not hold anything back. This includes our 
children. ‘‘ Nurture them in the chastening and ad- 
monition of the Lord,’’ -and ‘believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved, and thy house"’ 
(Eph. 6:4; Acts 16 : 31). 

Note also the teaching of Jesus accompanied by 
visible proof in the Gospel.of Mark (9: 22, 23). In 
relation to the deliverance of his son the father ap- 
peals to Jesus, saying, ‘‘If thou canst do.’’ And 
Jesus has to teach him, ‘‘If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible to him that believeth.’’ 

God does not always, in this life, give us material 
evidence that our prayers are answered. Jesus prayed 
concerning his apostles: ‘‘I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou 
shouldest keep them from tlie evil one.’” He knew 
by faith that potentially his prayer for them was an- 
swered, but he did not see it answered till after he 
rose from the dead. All the evidences, on the human 
side, from the time that he prayed that prayer till 
he died on the.cross, forsaken and with Peter’s denial 
ringing in his ears, were, except to the vision of faith, 
clear proof that his prayer had failed. But he looked 
beyond human evidence, and knew he had not failed. 
Neither shall this mother fail if she follows in his steps, 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Father and our God: As we approach thee in holy 
converse, infuse into us both the spirit of devout rever- 
ence and the sense of filial freedom. We would not 

burst into thy presence-chamber with rude familiarity ; but we 
would acquire a childlike ease before thee. We recognize thy 
sovereign majesty. But also we recognize thy fatherly kind- 
ness. We would fain tarry with thee, and learn thee by living 
with thee and for thee. In every way—by all we experience, 
by our pains and our pleasures, by our deep satisfactions and 
our stinging adversities—by everything, disclose thyself to us 
more and more. We would come so to know thee that thou 
shalt fill our horizon. ‘Thou very Life of life, thou unseen 


Source and Heart of all things, keep us in touch with thyself. 
Transform our entire being into thine image. Hallow our 
days. Sanctify our passions. Give us thy vision. Animate 
all our purposes. Shape our plans. Let our dull lives wear 
the glow of God. Surcharge our hearts with thy tenderness, 
until our manners, our words, our deeds, our very tones, shall 
speak of thee and woo men fo thee. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 26 (Luke 19: 11-27) 
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A New Milestone in Sunday-school History: Chicago 


A first glimpse of what was done at the great International Sunday School 
Convention held June 23-30. The report will be continued next week 


By Charles Gallaudet. Trumbull 











CHICAGO policeman stood watching something 
new. It was a Sunday-school Men's Parade, 
battalion after battalion, marching to martial 

music, that swept along the, wonderful Michigan 
Avenue which fronts the lake and is backed by the 
great city’s proud skyline of towering buildings. The 
bands in line poured out the stirring music to which 
the men kept step. 

«« What's that piece they're playing ?"’ asked the 
Chicago policeman of a man standing near. 

‘I don’t know,’’ was the answer, 

‘« They’ re all playing the same piece, aren't they ?’’ 
continued the policeman, as the inspiring, quickening 
strains smote his ear with a challenging invitation, 
unfamiliar though they were. Then he stepped over 
to another man not far away, and repeated his ques- 
tion : ‘* What's that piece the bands are playing ?"’ 
The second man didn’t know. 

And the interested and questioning policeman had 
to listen unsatisfied, as that tremendous marching 
song of the church, ‘* Onward, Christian Soldiers,’’ 
rang out from instruments of brass and throats of 
flesh, while the church went marching on. Maya 
member of the great organized Bible class movement 
of America get in touch with that policeman some 
day, and tell him the name of that march, and help 
him to sing it with body, soul, and spirit! There are 
still too many millions on this continent of ours who 
would have to ask the same question that the Chicago 
policeman asked. And there are still more millions 
who, though they may know what the song is, do 
not vet know how to sing it with that quickening of 
the heart-beat and joy in the soul which come only 
when the Captain of our salvation is sounding his own 
triumph song in our life. The great Sunday-school 
convention that assembled in Chicago last month, 
from every part of North America, met for the pur- 
pose of bringing the spirit of that song into the lives 
of those yet unreached millions. It did its work well. 

It was the largest International Sunday-school con- 
vention ever held. Twenty-seven years ago, when the 
convention met in Chicago, 797 delegates were pres- 
ent. Three years ago, at San Francisco, 2,342 dele- 
gates were present. Last month, at Chicago, 2,524 
were in attendance, including a dozen representatives 
from China, England, India, Japan, Korea, Turkey. 

As Bible study is the heart-center of Sunday-school 
work, so the questions that gathered about the Bible 
courses to be used in the Sunday-school were at the 
heart-center, in interest and importance, in this con- 





The place of the next International Sunday School 
Convention will be New York City. The other two 
candidates for this honor were Calgary, Alberta, and 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. Of the place of meeting, 
it was significantly said: ‘‘Great as New York City 
is, it is nearly at the lowest ebb as regards Sunday- 
school matters, in proportion to its population."’ 











vention. The Sunday-school public of North America 
is vitally concerned in the disposition of these ques- 
tions which was made at Chicago. 

With widely differing views and convictions on 
some subjects, the convention showed a remarkable 
spirit of co-operation. A hint of the very positive 
differences of conviction in the matter of methods of 
Bible study for the Sunday-school is seen in two 
utterances from representative leaders. 

‘« Let me say with emphasis,’’ declared Dr. Henry 


H. Meyer, Editor of the Sunday-school publications 


of the Methodist Episcopal Church, North, ‘the 
Uniform Lesson system ought to be abandoned, unless 
you want the Sunday-school to be a miniature preach- 
ing service. There is no place in any Sunday-school 
for the Uniform Lessons.”’ 

‘«T wish to make a prophecy,"’ said Professor John 
R. Sampey, of the Southern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary and member of the International Lesson Com- 
mittee (also elected to the new Lesson Committee at 
Chicago), ‘‘that the Uniform Lesson in some form 
will be studied the Sunday after the youngest critic of 
that system here to-day has been translated to glory.’’ 
Dr. Sampey had just declared that ‘the Graded 
Courses do not mean the extinction of the Uniform 
Lessons." While he spoke heartily in recognition of 











It was a beautiful and richly deserved tribute to a widely 
loved and honored Sunday-school veteran when the Nominat- 
ing Committee brought before the convention the name of Dr. 
H. M. Hamill for president. Among the officers elected were: 
President, Dr. H. M. Hamill. 
Vice-Presidents, E. K. Warren, H H. Bell, D.D., 
. E. O. Excell, W. G. Sherer, John R. ,Pepper, 
George W. Truett, D.D., Frank Yeigh. 
Chairman Executive Committee, Fred A. Wells. 
Treasurer. Edgar H. Nichols. 
Recording Secretary, the Rev. J. Clayton Youker. 








the Graded Series and of those who are enthusiastic- 
ally pushing them, ‘*The Uniform Lesson system,"’ 
said he, ‘‘is a mother in Zion, Or, if she’s an old 
maid, she’s helped to bring up many children.’’ And 
he added a word of vehement earnestness ‘‘ against 
all destructive effort by any one to pull down one 
system in the interests of another,’’ 





President Woodrow Wilson telegraphed: ‘It is a 

pleasure to send my cordial greetings to the dele- 

gates to the Fourteenth International Sunday School 

Convention, and to express my hope that the richest 

measure of profit and success may attend your delib- 
erations.”’ 











There was no lack of strong and impressive claim 
made by the advocates of the Graded Lessons for 
their high educational and spiritual value. The in- 
terest rose to a high pitch when the president of the 
convention, Dr. H. M. Hamill, having asked Justice 
J. J. Maclaren of Toronto to take the chair, presented 
the following memorial looking to the strengthening 
of the Uniform Lessons. (Dr. Hamill explained that 
some of the signers of this memorial had not had op- 
portunity to read it through in entirety, but that all 
were in favor of its fundamental position.) 


To the President and Members of the Fourteenth Interna- 
tional Sunday School Convention. 
BRETHREN IN OUR LORD, GREETINGS : 

The undersigned present to you this memorial in 
expression of their belief and desire concerning the present 
needs of Uniform Lesson study in the Sunday-school. 

We rejoice in the increasing recognition of the principle 
of grading in the teaching of the Bible, and we affirm our 
conviction that this principle is a correct and vital one. 


We rejoice also in the marvelous work that the uniform 
lesson as a method of Bible study in the Sunday-school has 
accomplished in welding together Sunday-schools, churches, 
and Christian homes throughout the world, and in focus- 
ing Bible scholarship and expository power upon single 
passages of Scripture from week to week during more than 
a generation past, 

We believe that there is more than mere sentiment in 
the use of uniform Scripture material in the Bible-studying 
work of the church. We believe that it is based upon a 
principle of vital importance ; that its already achieved 
blessings are beyond reckoning; and that its elimination 
from our Sunday-school Bible study would mean incalcula- 
ble loss to the life and mission of the church. The Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons are used and loved in a majority 
of American Sunday-schools ; and we believe that the con- 
victions expressed are the convictions of the large majority 
of American Sunday-school workers, 


But we believe that there is a great need that the Sunday- 
schools be given a fuller opportunity of realizing the mes- 
sage of the Bible as a whole, and of grasping the mes- 
sages of the different books of the Bible as wholes; that 
even yet the Bible as God’s Word, with its great message 
of grace and redemption from Genesis to Revelation, has 
not been given a full opportunity for a hearing in the gen- 
eral Bible study work of our churches and Sunday-schools. 

Therefore we urgently ask this Fourteenth International 
Sunday School Convention to take the following action : 


1. To appoint at once a ** Uniform Lesson Commission, ”’ 
consisting of not less than twelve persons, whose duty it 
shall be to take under consideration the better selection 
and treatment of the Uniform Lessons, on a basis of not 
more than four grades, and to formulate the best possible 
plan of grading these lessons, entering upon their work at 
such time as to give to the International Sunday-school 
field the results of their labors at the earliest possible mo- 
ment. 

2. Upon completion of their work this Commission shall 
report the same to the International Lesson Committee, 
who in consultation with the Commission may confirm or 
revise or reject the work as they may deem best, after 
which the plans of the Uniform Lesson Commission, 
through the Lesson Committee, shall become operative 


throughout the International Sunday-school field as early 
as possible in fairness to the publishers now using the pres- 
ent Uniform Lessons, 

3. We ask the appointment of the following persons as 
constituting this Uniform Lesson Commission : 


Dr. A. F. Schauffler, Dr. H.. M. Hamill, 
Bishop Edwin H. Hughes, Miss Anna A. Gordon, 
Mrs. H. S. Lamoreaux, Dr. R. A. Torrey, 
Dr, James M. Gray, President E. Y. Mullins, 
Dr. Amos R, Wells, Dr. J. K. McClurkin, 
Dr, B, W. Spilman, Miss Content Patterson, 
Dr. C. I. Scofield, Dr. D B. Purinton, 
Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, 
Respectfully submitted, 
. J. MACLAREN, FRANK W. SNEED, 
. N. HARTSHORN, JOHN R, PEPPER, 
03 STITEs, J. R. Sampey, 
- K, WARREN, APPLETON WILLIAMS, 
H. J. HeEtnz, G. R. MERRILL, 
GrorcE W. BaiLey, J. WILBUR CHAPMAN, 
A. L. PHILLIPs, E. Y. Woo..ey, 
E. H. NICcHOLs, H. H. Bett, 
A. B. McCriLiis, CuHas. G. TRUMBULL, 
AMES M. GRay, J. F. CLEARWATER, 
1’ W. KINNEAR, J. Timorny STongE, 
H. P, CROWELL, WILBurR F, Crarts, 
A. S. DINGLE, H. M. HAmILL, 


Following the presentation of this memorial, a mo- 
tion was immediately made to lay it upon the table. 
Cries of ‘*No,’’ ‘*No,'’ were followed by the con- 
vention’s vote against the tabling motion, and the 
memorial was then before the house for discussion 
and vote. It was opposed on the ground that it was 
‘‘absolutely unnecessary,’’ and that it proposed to 
‘*hand over to this new Commission what will’ be 
done by the greater new Lesson Committee.’’ The 
fact seemed to be lost sight of that the memorial 
sought to bring to the improvement of the Uniform 
Lessons a very exceptional biblical knowledge and 
Bible-teaching ability, just as there had already been 
brought specialized knowledge to the preparation of 
the International Graded Lessons by the experts who 
at first worked independently of the Lesson Commit- 
tee in the preparation of the Graded Courses. 

As the discussion continued, the following substitute 
was offered, to replace the memorial : 


That the International Lesson Committee be requested 
to appoint at its first meeting after permanent organization 
acommittee of its own members that shall consider the 
best method and plan for Uniform Lessons and report to 
the Lesson Committee. 





There will probably not be another International Sun- 
day School Convention until 1918. The convention 
voted to change the interval from three to four years, 
subject to the same action on the part of the World’s 
Sunday School Association. This will prevent a 
World's and an International Convention from falling 
in consecutive years, as in 1913 and 1914. The next 
World's Convention is to be in 1916 at Tokyo, Japan, 
and it is expected that the World’s Association will 
co-operate by setting its next convention for 1920. 











The question was finally called for, and the con- 
vention voted upon the substitute motion. The ver- 
bal response of ‘* Ayes’’ and ‘‘ Noes"’ made it impos- 
sible for the chair to decide which way the vote was 
cast. Arising vote was therefore counted, and the 
** Ayes’’ had a clear and considerable majority, —the 
count was not announced. The brief substitute reso- 
lution therefore took the place of the proposed memo- 
rial as the action of the convention. 

At a later session, the following resolution was pre- 
sented : 

That this convention present to the new International 
Lesson Committee the following memorial [referring to the 
above memorial, which had not been accepted by the con- 
vention], looking to a Graded Uniform Lesson plan for the 
more comprehensive study of the Bible, for the Lesson 
Committee’s earnest consideration and disposition as it 
deems best. 


The motion offering this resolution was seconded 
by the presenter of the resolution that had success- 
fully replaced the original memorial, and the resolu- 
tion was then unanimously adpoted by the convention. 
Thus those holding differing convictions came together 
in a very satisfactory way, and the International Les- 
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son Committee now has the opportunity of giving full 
consideration to the principles and methods suggested 
in the memorial. It is evident that many would wel- 
come the adoption of a plan by which the Sunday- 
school may have the blessing of more comprehensive 
study of the Bible, the whole or greater part of the 
school uniting on a uniform section of the Bible each 
Sunday, though that general section of Bible material 
would be divided into three or four grades adapting 
the Scripture material to the different ages. 

Another resolution bearing on the lessons was 
offered by the International Executive Committee, and 
was adopted by the convention, as follows : 


Resolved, That it is the conviction of this International 
Sunday School Convention that all International Sunday- 
school lessons should be selected from or based upon the 
Holy Bible, and that this be respectfully transmitted to 
the newly appointed Lesson Committee, 


While it is a matter for thanksgiving to have this 
resolution upon formal record as the act of the con- 
vention, yet it is evident, from the practically unani- 
mous endorsement it received, that it is not under- 
stood as excluding from the Graded Courses the 
extra-biblical lessons, inasmuch as such lessons will 
doubtless be said to be based upon the Bible. 

It was stated in Professor Ira M, Price’s report on 
behalf of the Lesson Committee that twenty publish- 
ing houses are now selling helps on the Graded Les- 
sons to 30,565 Sunday-schools. The number of 
Sunday-schools thus reported as using the Interna- 
tional Graded Lessons is less than 18 percent of the 
number of Sunday-schools in the International field, 
—that number being 175,685. And many, undoubt- 


edly most, of the 18 percent of Sunday-schools thus . 


using Graded Lessons are also using the Uniform 
Lessons in some departments. A certain number of 
other Sunday-schools are using other Graded Courses 
than the International, several such series being pub- 
lished, and certain denominations do not, as a rule, 
use the International Lessons, Uniform or Graded. But 
allowing for all these, evidently 7o percent of our 
Sunday-schools prefer the Uniform Lessons through- 
out, and many of the remaining schools prefer them 
in-part. Thereport of the Lesson Committee, indeed, 
pointed out that ‘the Uniform Lessons have main- 
tained and even surpassed their former popularity. 
Publishing houses report constantly increasing sales of 
the helps for the study of these lessons,’’ 

A fervent ‘‘Praise the Lord’’ characteristically 
burst from the heart and lips of Vice-President E. K. 
Warren when the convention unanimously adopted 
as articles of agreement. between the Denomina- 
tional Council and the International Sunday School 
Association, the agreement of ‘‘The Philadelphia 
Conference.'’ It was the notable result of that meet- 
ing held in Philadelphia last April, at which the Sun- 
day School Council of Evangelical Denominations and 





Treasurer William A. Peterson’s report showed an 

increase of sixteen percent over the record of the pre- 

vious triennium. More than §165,000 was received 
during 1911-1914. 











the representatives of the International Sunday School 
Association formulated the following basis of co-opera- 
tion ; 


As touching general principles concerning the preparation 
of the Lesson Courses: 

1, Unity of Lesson Courses, with denominational free- 
dom for any desired modification. 

2.’ The joint selection of all courses on the part of the 
International Sunday School Association, the Sunday 
School Council of Evangelical Denominations, and De- 
nominational Agencies. 

3. All Lesson Courses available for all publishing 
houses, 

As touching the organization and work of the Lesson Com- 
mittee. 

1. That the International Sunday School Lesson Com- 
mittee be created as follows : 

(a.) Eight members to be selected by the International 
Sunday School Association. 

(4.) Eight members to be selected by the Sunday School 
Council of Evangelical Denominations. 

(c.) One member to be selected by each denomination 
represented in the Sunday School Council now having, or 
that in the future may have, a Lesson Committee. 

2. It shall be the duty of the Lesson Committee thus 
elected to construct lesson courses, to be submitted to the 
various denominations, subject to such revision and modi- 
fication as each denomination may desire to make in order 
te adapt the courses to its own denominational needs, 

3. No course shall be promulgated or discontinued by 
the Lesson Committee unless the action is approved by a 
majority of the members of each of the three sections of 
the Committee. 

4. The Lesson Committee shall be created not later than 
July 1, 1914, and the Lesson Courses constructed by it 
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shall take effect at the close of the present cycle of Uniform 
Lessons ending December, 1917. 

5. Beginning July 1, 1914, the members of the sections 
of the Lesson Committee representing’ the International 
Association and the Sunday School Council of Evangeli- 
cal Denominations shall be elected, one-half for a period of 
three years and one-half for a period of six years, and 
thereafter for periods of six years. The representatives 
of the denominations shall be elected for a period of three 
years. J 

6. The foregoing agreement may be changed only by 
mutual consent of the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation and the Sunday School Council of Evangelical 
Denominations, 


This prayerfully wrought out agreement assur’s the 
continued and harmonious co-operation of the de- 
nominations with the gréat Association that has sought 
to serve their best interests for so many years. 

The International Lesson Committee thus newly 
constituted is now made up as follows : 


SELECTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION. 


Prof. Ira M. Price, Chicago; Dr. John R. Sampey, Lou- 
isville; Prof. F. C. Eiselen, Evanston, Ill.; Principal E. I. 
Rexford, Montreal; Justice J. J. Maclaren, Toronto ; 
Prof. H. L. Calhoun, Lexington, Ky.; Dr. Amos R, Wells, 
Boston ; Dr. H. M. Hamill, Nashville, Tenn, 


1 These terms of three and six years are now subject toadjustment, 
becoming four and eight years if the plan to hold the International 
Convention quadrenially is established. 
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SELECTED BY THE SUNDAY SCHOOL COUNCIL OF 
EVANGELICAL DENOMINATIONS, 


Dr. B, S. Winchester, Boston; Dr. H. H. Meyer, New- 
York; Dr. J. M. Duncan, Toronto; Dr. E. Morris Fer- 
gusson, Philadelphia; Mrs. J. W. Barnes, New York; 
Rey. W. E. Chalmers; Philadelphia; Dr. A. L. Phillips, 
Richmond, Va.; Dr, I. J. Van Ness, Nashville, Tenn. 


SELECTED BY THE DENOMINATIONS 


[The following list of d tatives was made for 
purposes of temporary organization of the new Lesson Committee, 
subject to a later examination of credentials to ascertain whether the 
conditions have been fulfilled in each case.] 

Southern Baptist, E. C. Dargan, D.D., Macon, Ga. ; 
National Baptist (colored), the Rev. W. S. Ellington, 
Nashville, ‘Tenn. ; Seyenth Day Baptist, Rev. W. C. 
Whitford, Alfred, N. Y.; Christian, W. E. Wicker, Elon 
College, N. C.; Congregational, President W. D. Mac- 
kenzie, Hartford, Conn,; Evangelical Association, C. 
Staebler, D.D., Cleveland, Ohio; German Evangelical, 
Rev. H. Katterjohn, Kenton, Ohio; Free Methodist, Rev. 
D. S. Werner, Chicago; Methodist Episcopal, North, 
Edgar Blake, D.D., Chicago; Methodist Episcopal, South, 
E. B. Chappell, D.D., Nashville, ‘Tenn. ; Methodist Prot- 
est, C. E. Wilbur, D.D., Pittsburgh, Pa. ; Presbyterian 
(Canada), Rev. J. C. Robertson, Toronto; Presbyterian, 
North, A. F. Schauffler, D.D., New York ; Presbyterian, 
South, W. L. Lingle, Richmond, Va.; United Presby- 
terian, Rev. R. J. Miller, Pittsburgh, Pa. ; Reformed, R. 
W. Miller, D.D., Philadelphia; United Brethren, W. O, 
Fries, D.D., Dayton, Ohio. 





tional r 








From Dr. J. R. Miller’s Personal Letters 


Selections from some fifty of the choicest of Dr. Miller’s intimate letters on 
soul problems are being published in the Times during 1914 
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25. In the Hands of God 
I. To an Anxious Father 


HAVE thought about your daughter a great deal 
since you told me about her illness some weeks 
since, She has been often in my prayers, that 

God would bless her, comfort and strengthen her, and 
if his will be so to spare her life longer. You do not 
say anything about her condition, but | infer. from 
what you write that she is quite feeble.. I shall write 
a little note to her to-day. 

Let me thank you, however, for your very cordial 
words and assure you of loving sympathy in your time 
of anxiety. God has led you and your family through 
valleys of shadow. But I know that he has never 
once failed to lighten the valleys for you by his own 
loving presence. Those words in the twenty-third 
Psalm—‘‘ Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil ; for thou art 
with me’’—are applicable not only to the experience 
of dying, but quite as much to experiences of sorrow 
in life. It has always been a comfort to me to think 
of that valley as it lay in the mind of the Oriental 
shepherd. You know the reason he .ofttimes led his 
sheep through these gloomy defiles. It was not be- 
cause he wished to make the way hard for them or to 
give them anxiety and dread, The reason was that 
somewhere on the other side he knew of a bit of green 
pasture to which he wished to lead his flock, in which 
they might lie down, and on which they might feed. 
The only way, or at least the best way, to get to the 
pasture was to pass through this dark gorge. 

The meaning of this in our lives is very beautiful, 
God does-not take us through gloom and shadows to 
terrify us or to make the burden of the way heavier 
for us. There are sweet blessings to which he would 
lead us, but they lie over on the other side and can- 
not be reached safely but by going through these dark 
passages. Every time, therefore, the Lord leads us 
into any dark valley we may be sure that he is taking 
us to something very sweet and beautiful on the other 
side. It has been so in your case. When you have 
passed through these shadowed ways you have always 
come to new blessings, new joys, new comforts, which 
have compensated in a measure for the gloom and 
the shadow. May God comfort you all in this time 
of your anxiety. 





II. To the Sick Daughter 


HAVE had you in my thoughts many times since 

I learned of your illness. It has been very sweet 

to speak your name to God in prayer, again and 

again, asking him to bless you, comfort you, strengthen 

you, to make the way bright and beautiful for you. 

I am sure that this prayer has been answered. You 

have been sick through the winter, but you have had 
Christ very close to you. } 





There is a very sweet verse in one of the psalms 
which says: ‘*Into thy hand I commend my spirit.’’ 
Our Lord used these words when he was about to die 
onthe cross,—¥‘‘ Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit.”” They are good words, therefore, to use 
when one is about to leave this world. That is all 
death is to a Christian—merely breathing the spirit 
out from the body into the hands of the heavenly 
Father, There certainly can be nothing to dread in 
such an experience, and this committal is 4 Very beau- 
tiful one indeed. But David, in writing these words, 
did not think of death, but of life. He commended 
his life into the hands of God. He could not see what 
lay before him. He knew not what the experiences 
of the coming days would be. But he knew that God 
understood it all and would care for him. So he 
committed everything to him. This is what you have 
been doing with your life all these years, This is 
what you do every morning when you wake—commit 
yourself into God’s hands for the little day, with all 
its experiences, knowing that God will keep you and 
bless you. 

It is very sweet to think of the hands of God. How 
gentle they are! The gentlest human hands some- 
times give pain, but the hands of Christ are always 
infinitely gentle. I remember reading of an Indian 
child who came in one day from the field with a hurt 
bird. Showing it to her grandfather she says, ‘‘See! 
I have a bird, Itis mine.’’ The old man asked her 
where she got the bird, and she told him that she had 
found it in the wheatfield. Its wing had been hurt 
and it could not fly. He bade her carry the bird 
back to the place where she had found it and lay it 
down on the ground, ‘‘It is not your bird,’’ he said. 
‘‘It is God’s bird. If you keep it it will die, but if 
you take it back and leave it in God’s hands, it will 
live. God knows best howto heal a bird’s hurt 
wing.”’ 

I have always thought of this as a beautiful illustra- 
tion, showing the difference between human hands 
and God’s hands, Our friends love us and they do 
all they possibly can for us. But in all the world 
there are no hands, not even a mother’s, that are so’ 
gentle as God's, or in which our lives are so safe. It 
is very sweet, therefore, to trust ourselves, with all our 
pains and weakness and suffering, in the gentle hands 
of Christ. 

These hands are not only gentle, but also strong. 
They are able to do for you everything that you need 
to have done. These are the hands that have made 
all things in the universe and which upbear all things. 
Surely they are strong enough, therefore, to hold you 
up and to keep you ever in safety. 

But I must not write more to you—you are not 
strong enough, I fear, to read or to hear a long letter. 
Let me therefore assure you of loving interest and of 
much prayer these days, that God may sweetly bless 
you. 




















LESSON FOR JULY 26 (Luke 109 : 11-27) 
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Real Heathenism at Work on China’s Babies 


Three pictures of Chinese mothers under the curse of Satan’s heartless bondage 





By Charles Ernest Scott 





I. A WINTER AFTERNOON TRAGEDY 


E HAD been tramping all one dreary December 
day. Afternoon was nearly spent. A little 
snow lay on the ground. A raw, chilling 

head-wind was blowing. Sleet had begun to beat 
into our faces, We were numbed with cold, and anx- 
ious to reach a village ahead before the night settled 
down. We were taking a short cut across the frozen 
fields, and we expected to meet no one out in the 
open at that late hour. The Chinese dread to be on 
the road when the shadows begin to fall. 

As we hastened along we were startled by a faint, 
pitiful moan, the sound as of a woman's voice. It 
was inconceivable that at that hour and place a 
woman—and alone—should be loose. We stopped, lis- 
tened. There it was again, more audible—a long, 
low wail, heartrending. Walking about and peering 
into the dusk, we finally located a female form, pros- 
trate on the ground, face downward, clutching and 
reclutching the snow and dead grass, her frame con- 
vulsively shaken by sobs. Consumed with her grief, 
she lay oblivious of us. She had gone from the 








A. Sea eee ee 2 as 


7 Are They Sharing the Family Sorrow? 


Not a word of sympathy do these men offer to the 

women of their family who are wailing in unconsolable 

grief beside the cast-off body of their dead boy, near 

where these Chinese relatives, busy and callous, pass by 
on their road to the fields. 








beaten path purposely to be alone with her sorrow, 
it \ay beside her, her babe— new-born, a boy— 
frozen stiff. 

It was my first experience with this phase of heath- 
enism. Hesitating to thrust ourselves upon such in- 
consolable grief, and yet trying to comfort, we finally, 
between her shrieks and wails, got from her broken 
heart this story : The child had died at home ; but 
she had been forced by the iron law of heathen cus- 
tom to take it away, somewhere—anywhere, so it be 
outside the village—and leave it for the dogs ; and 
she could not leave it. 

Unconscious that she herself was half-frozen, she 
chattered forth her woe to the dull, gray, unrespon- 
sive sky. She cursed the demons of the air—all in 
vain. The while, with that mother-tenderness that 
graces women-hearted women in all lands, even 
heathen, she lifted the dirty rags and stroked caress- 
ingly the cold little baby form. Think of this tragedy 
in millions of mother-hearts every year in this land 
for who knows how long ! 

This is heathenism, Christian friends, unvarnished, 
—people, myriads of them, to whom have been given 
the spirit of fear, who all their life long are subject 
unto bondage. Where is the diabolism of Satan more 
poignantly shown than in these customs as to the 
treatment of sick and dead children ? The cruel belief 
is that offspring who die young are not real babes, 
but rather malignant demons, who, disguised as chil- 
dren, choose this cunning method to vex and harass 
the parents with extra expense, worry, and woe. 
Therefore they are justified in ‘‘ getting it back’’ on 
the devils as hard as they can by the only means in 
their power. Thus it is even their duty to neglect the 
children in their dying hours, and even to abuse the 
corpses of their offspring of tender years. 

Isaiah, who had seen some of the abominations of 
idol worshipers, probably knew the meaning of the 
words he used when he wrote of those ‘‘ that sit in 
darkness." Yes, truly ‘the isles of the sea wait for 
his law."' But they wait for his law, because they 


To reveal in its true colors a little of the meaning 
of a heathenism that makes possible and necessary 
what Mr. Scott tells here, is one of the purposes of 
his. startling series of articles on China, of which 
this is the second. The series began in the issue of 
June 20 with a story which showed the upheaval 
power of Christ’s gospel in a proud and ancient city. 





must wait, are helpless to help themselves ; they have 
no alternative but to remain in the darkness of lost- 
ness until his Light shines into their hearts. 


Il, THE CuRSE OF THE DEMON-WOLF 

Again we were approaching a village ; but nature 
was no longer harsh and forbidding. — It was spring- 
tide ; the trees were full-leaved, the air fresh and 
balmy, little birds flitted everywhere in glee, children 
were playing in new-turned furrows, garden plots 
were full of sprouting good things, Even the villages, 
embowered in green, looked beautiful—at a distance. 
It was a happy prospect, and one calculated to make 
any healthy traveler glad. 

Suddenly a long, quavering wail broke the cheerful 
silence and spoiled the idyl. It was quickly followed 
by the cries of two other voices, and then a pande- 
monium of heart-breaking sobs burst forth. It was a 
torrent of grief of such a nature as women in Chris- 
tian lands can little appreciate—thank God ! 

We were quickly upon them. There they lay, 
three women, beside the path leading to the village. 
Hair disheveled, they were not in the regulation white 
mourning robes used for grown-ups. Such cases as 
theirs allowed of no official recognition, in lieu of which 
they were clad in rags, filthy and repulsive. The 
dust of the ground they threw on their heads. From 
their utterances we knew they were grandmother, 
mother, and daughter, mourning a young boy. They 
called iim by many endearing names. Their uncon- 
trolled anguish was fearful to behold—that of ignor- 
ance without hope of knowledge, of helplessness 
without hope of succor. 

Their lament revealed that he was only twelve 
years of age, —not yet attained to soul’s estate, and so 
to be cast out: ‘*Oh, we doved thee! We would weep 
for thee at home; but cruel custom! It makes us 
come outside the village ! We wait thee here! Here 
we make others not unclean! Alas, our Aau ési, our 
hau tsi (male child) !"’ 

I was informed, and this was confirmed by later 
observation, that they would stay there for hours, — 
eyes swollen with weeping, face covered with spittle 
and dirt, finally to drag themselves home, sick in 
body and spirit, to sit on the £éng and mourn as only 
heathen women can mourn, —with a grief unutterable. 

Peasant men en route to the fields—even of this 
very household—must steel their hearts to hardness, 
even to the withholding of any word of sympathy. 
Indeed, and why not? For thus they reason: The 
child was a &tver [devil], euphemistically called a shen 
[god], to avoid offending the powers of the air. It 
had come to torture and impoverish the family. The 
dogs had already eaten it—well and good! Had 
they not done so (and often they refuse because of 
the loathsome disease of the deceased, or for some 
other reason), so much the worse for our village ; for 
that would be proof positive that the ‘*demon-wolf'’ 
is prowling in the neighborhood, and that the dogs 
fear to snatch anything from his ravening, revengetul 
fangs. In that case the body would have to be re- 
moved at much pains from one spot to another far 
distant from us, until it was finally disposed of by the 
dogs ; otherwise the curse of the demon-wolf would 
be fastened permanently upon us. He would prey 
here as his regular haunt, and the life of what grown-up, 
venturing outside the village at night, would be safe ? 

Since that fell winter afternoon I have kept my eyes 
open for this cursed phenomenon, the marx of the Beast, 
And often, outside the village limits, either beside 
the path or in gullies, or on river banks, or out in the 
open fields, have I seen little bundles done up in the 
leaves and stalks of kao diang (a Chinese variety of 
corn). That in itself was enough to attract the atten- 
tion of a tenderfoot, for in comparatively woodless 
North China (where even individual spears of grass 
and dead leaves are gathered for firewood) kao Hang 


is a staple fuel, not to be lightly wasted. Inside were 
the baby corpses, food for the village curs. 

These creatures, of wolfish extraction, are, like the 
devils who entered the swine, legion. Always lean 
and hungry, skulkers and cowards, they rush and 
snap at the stranger's heels, but rarely dare to face 
him, though occasionally they have attacked me sav- 
agely and straight on. The only reason I can con- 
ceive of why only the dogs of Constantinople are no- 
torious (or were before the Young Turks put them on 
a desert island and let them eat each other up), and 
not those of every Chinese village as well, is simply 
because Constantinople is the ‘‘Key to Three Conti- 
nents,’’ accessible to the general public. When 
these child-eating village dogs die they in turn are 
eaten of the village men,—a kind of double, back- 
action, boomerang cannibalism, It sounds rather 
weird and uncanny to hear the grandmothers croon- 
ing to children in arms (who have not been doomed 
to the horrible fate) consoling little songs like this ; 


“Ah ha! Ah ha! You have escaped ! 
The dogs will never get you ! 
A lusty youngster now you are, 
Some day a fine 4ao hau ési (strong man).”’ 


III. Wuat Escapes THE Docs 


But what escapes the dogs the carrion birds will 
get. One summer day I was on the road; the 
sun stood in the zenith;. not a breath of air 
stirred. The heat at that noontide hour was palpa- 
ble, wilting. Not a cloud floated in the sky to miti- 
gate the fierce light and give grateful shade to the 
traveler, Suddenly I noticed a speck in the azure 
vault—no larger than a man’s hand, It winged a 
rapid approach ; far aloft it soared lazily and so 
easily, but gradually descending. One could not 
but admire the ease of its locomotion and the perfec- 
tion of its steering gear. In contracting circles it 
neared the earth, the expanse of its wings, the strength 
of legs and size of beak revealed it as a vulture. Sud- 
denly it halted its flight, and with astonishing pre- 
cision swooped down, dropping over sonie object in a 
near-by field. I ran toward it. A noise I cannot de- 
scribe, and would not if I could—there it sat—a big, 
ghoulish harpy, tearing fiercely with claws and beak 
a dead child. And whocared? Not Satan and those 
bound by him, 

Dare we face heathenism in all its hideous repul- 
siveness, and do our duty hereto? God has loved 
with an infinite love, even to the limit of omnipo- 
tence, giving Azs best Gift, even for these little ones. 
How intently do we share this passion? How much 
have you pitied them ? 


a 
The Christian Mother’s Assurance 


A contrast to China’s hopelessness 
By Lucy L. H. Soule 


OW could I doubt Him 
When she fell on sleep, 
The sleep from which she will 
not wake? 
How could I doubt him, 
Since he chose to keep 
The best I had? ’*Twas his to take. 


How could I doubt him 

When he sent her pain, 

Altho’ it rent my heart to see? 
How could I doubt him 

When her greatest gain 

Bereft me of her utterly ? 


How can I doubt him, 

Since he died for me, 

So well he loved me ere I knew 
How can I doubt him? 

Tho’ I cannot see, 

Shall I, then, prove untrue ? 


I would not doubt him if I could 
Because I trust him so, 

I could not doubt him if I would 
Because his touch I know. 

I know his voice, his hand, his will, 
Revealéd when I pray, 

And, trusting, yield my all until 
Breaks forth the “ perfect day.” 
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Is the Indirect Way Best in Teaching Sex Truth ? 


What two specialists think about the part the Sunday-school should take in sex training is told on | 
this page of Mr. Frank L. Brown’s department on the Home and Sunday-school 








The Positive Side of Sex Education 
By Professor Norman E. Richardson 


HE modern Sunday-school teacher makes much 
of instincts. The inborn tendencies of the 
pupils are guarded with the utmost care. Their 

educational possibilities are appreciated. 

But thus far we have made sorry work of our treat- 
ment of one of the most vital and important of them 
all. The difficulty has been that we have approached 
the problem of the education of the sex instinct from 
the negative or pathological point of view. Much has 
been said of the perversion of this superb gift of na- 
ture, and the baneful social results. And the impera- 
tive need of preventing its wrong functioning has 
clouded our vision. Wedonot merely guard against the 
wrong development and activity of the other instincts. 
We have learned that education is predominantly 
positive. And our treatment of the sex instinct 
should be no exception to this rule. 

During middle and later adolescence this gift of 
nature is the most dominant and pervasive of all the 
spiritual forces of life. It fosters the persistent long- 
ing for ideal companionship, It expresses itself natu- 


rally in romance, chivalry, and idealism. It gives 
birth to the most passionate altruism. The most 
heroic forms of bravery are stimulated by it. On com- 


ing to maturity, it reforms the whole life,—giving it 
tenderness, alertness, power, sensitiveness, and sym- 
metry. Its hopes and visions save toil from becoming 
drudgery and make steady the approach to the most 
weighty responsibilities of life. 

Here are so many positive values that the ordinary 
Sunday-school teacher can well afford to give all of 
his attention to them. And also, here are so many 
indirect avenues to the sex life that direct methods are 
unnecessary, except in times of -moral or intellectual 
crisis. Indeed, so sensitive to suggestion is this 
instinct that the following three principles should 
always be observed, 

First, During the class hour specific reference to 
social evils, due to the perversion of the sex instinct, 
should never be made. 

Second. In a group—even as small as a Sunday- 
school class—positive and direct reference to the sex 
life should be avoided. To make plain and explicit 
reference to the sex functions is as great a physiological 
sin as it would be to call specific attention to the 
glands in the back of the mouth that secrete saliva, or 
to the action of the heart. Some physical organs do 
their normal work only when they are outside of the 
field of conscious reflection. The frequent and direct 
consideration of the sex questions by young poople in 
the adolescent period will turn this powerful instinct 
out of its normal channels, as indicated above. The 
natural sex consciousness, during the latter part of 
the teens, ‘‘tends to express itself not in desire for sex- 
ual gratification, but... in ways that awaken... the 
noblest.impuises and the finest human qualities’’ 
(‘‘The Physician’s Answer,’’ by M. J. Exner, M. D.). 
‘Fhe Sunday-school teacher has no right to disturb this 
divinely ordained life-process by forcing an ahnormal 
sex consciousness upon the members of the class. 

Third. But this does not mean that this whole sub- 
ject must remain ‘‘taboo.’’ It would bea fundamental 
weakness in any system of moral education to culti- 
vate all the other instincts and to leave uncared-for 
the one that nourishes in a girl, tenderness, self-sac- 
rifice, quick response to need, and the ‘feeling of 
being needed,’’ and in a boy, chivalry, manliness, 
passionate idealism, heroic endeavor, and the broader 
social outlook. 

The problem is one of finding the right method. 
And because of the fundamental principle that the 
deep sex consciousness should almost never be dis- 
turbed, we are shut up to one that is indirect. Ninety- 
nine times out of a hundred, it is by means of sug- 
gestion that the work of sex culture must be done. 

The cultivation of chaste manners and thoughts, of 
appreciation of life’s romantic values, and of ennobling 
friendships are responsibilities that fall directly upon 
the shoulders of the teachers in the Intermediate and 
Senior Departments. To supervise the satisfaction 


of the desire of young people for companionship, and 
to find channels for. the wholesome expression of 
chivalrous impulses and altruistic motives, is a vital 


How much has been done by the organized Sun- 
day-school forces of America in grappling with the 
serious problems of sex education? What is the 
next step? These questions were discussed in the 
issue of June 20 by Mr. Frank L. Brown, American 
General Secretary of the World’s Sunday School 
Association. The present articles boldly face the 
questions of how and when and where to teach sex 
truth. In a later issue will be given a classified list 
of books and pamphlets on the subject, designed 
for parents and teachers and for children at the 
various stages of their development. 





part of the work of the Sunday-school. The life that 
is intensely and freshly appreciative of social values 
needs something besides biblical information. And 
if the church does not provide it, her young people 
will and ought to go somewhere else to get it, 

The positive side of sex education includes the pre- 
senting of suitable occasions for these finer expressions 
of the sex instinct. The method may be indirect. 
Even the word. sex may never be used. But it is 
none the less powerful and constiuctive, And best 
of all, it is safe, natural, and effective, 


Boston. 
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The Threefold Plan in Sex Teaching 
By George J. Fisher, M.D. 


HE sex function is the most pervasive function of 
the human body. It is related to the whole life 
of the individual, and not to any single physical 

function, as is so commonly supposed. When a 
child passes into the adolescent period we note a trio 
of effects being produced. One of these effects is 
physical : the chest deepens, the shoulders broaden, 
the voice changes, the muscles harden, Great physi- 
ologic changes occur. Another set of effects is 
mental. The mind is stimulated. There is more 
maturity in thought, new ideas and ideals are pro- 
voked. The third set of effects is most wonderful. 
These are spiritual, using the term in the broadest 
sense. The emotions are deepened and enriched. 
Passion now becomes a new element in the individ- 
ual’s sensory experience. The power to love, to hate, 
to experience deep emotion, is developed. Thus we 
see the significance of this function to life, to the very 
fountain springs of feeling and willing, of. being and 
doing. 

How essential, therefore, to physical well-being, to 
clearness and purity of thinking, to an enriched emo- 
tional life, it is that this function should be developed 
normally. Defect here means defect everywhere. It 
is not a physical question alone ; it is a question of 
life at its best. Pity the child, therefore, which has 
a morbid or low or unholy conception of this func- 
tion and of its uses. Pity the child who contracts 
habits which result in a perverted use of this function. 
And yet this is what is most likely to happen if right 
training is not received by the child. The very per- 
vasiveness of the function, the very intensity of the 
emotional experience attending its development is its 
danger, its temptation, if misunderstood, 

Let a boy, however, once realize that the deep ex- 
periences he is passing through at this period are 
nature's method of giving him the capacity for deep 
feeling, of enriching his emotional life, of developing 
all the more masculine qualities of his nature ; that 
it is nature’s struggle for life, life at its best, and he 
must win in the struggle or life will fail at its best, 
and he will understand the meaning of deep passion, 
and will be inclined to fight and conquer. Thus it 
becomes a chivalrous challenge to battle. 

Now in presenting instruction to the youth there 
are three aspects of the teaching. The first is psy- 
chological. The second is physiological. The third 
is moral or spiritual. The first is the parents’ func- 
tion chiefly. This instruction should begin when? 
Practically at birth by fair answers to questions which 
the child raises ; by giving it a right attitude of mind 
toward parts of its body ; by refusing to surround the 
subject by mystery or evasion, or meet questions with 
misinformation. Even the secret of birth can be re- 





vealed in a most wholesome manner to the inquiring 
child at very tender years by tactful parents, Even 
in the pre-adolescent period parents should notice 
carefully the attitude of mind of their children toward 
«subjects bearing upon this and related topics, such as 
their conversation, their reading, their attitude toward 
the opposite sex, The mother is the chief factor in 
the instruction in this early period. 

The second aspect of instruction is physiological. 
Here the schools should be supreme, but unfortu- 
nately as yet such instruction does not come early 
enough. Personal hygiene, touching daily living 
habits, the dangers of bad practises, the truth in ref- 
erence to the so-called sexual necessity—this should 
come in the early adolescent period and in the mid- 
adolescent period. The relations of the sexes must 
be discussed in frankness, This is the father’s obli- 
gation with his sons, the mother continuing, as only 
she can, her instruction of the budding daughter. 

The third aspect—namely, the moral—represents 
the opportunity of the Sunday-school and church, as 
well as the home. There are many people who be- 
lieve the church should not attempt anything in this 
line, and when we consider how it may be bungled 
and misapplied by unwise leaders one is prone to 
agree, or at least to advise caution. If, however, 
wise persons are at hand there are two methods that 
may be followed: First, a pronouncement to the 
entire male membership of the’ Sunday-school be- 
tween the ages of fourteen and eighteen by a tactful 
person, so that the group as a group may know where 
the church stands on this subject, and so as to pro- 
vide a group conscience upon the subject and a stand- 
ard of conduct. ‘Too frequently, even in Sunday- 
schools, conversation by boys is too light upon this 
and related subjects, and the attitude of mind is often 
too careless and undignified. This pronouncement to 
the group would prove helpful. The same may be.done 
for girls of corresponding ages in a separate group. 

Second, I would advise that those teachers known to 
be and who are respected as individuals of strong Chris- 
tian character, and who have particularly strong in- 
fluence.in the school, and are popular as leaders 
among the adolescents, be given special instruction 
by some expert, and that they in turn give systematic 
instruction to the boys in the subject. Character in 
the teacher is above scientific knowledge. Given 
such a person, it is comparatively easy to instruct in 
the fundamentals of the subject. For such courses 
in sex study, which these teachers in turn might teach, 
the Association Press, New York, has published two, 
—one entitled ‘* Developing into Manhood,’’ for boys 
in their teens, and one for younger boys, entitled 
‘ Life’s Beginnings.’’ These are in six lessons each, 
and can be used with profit. The first course might 
well be used in confirmation classes, such as are held 
in churches of some denominations, with excellent 
effect. These courses are only fifteen cents each. 

In all teaching, two things must be kept in mind ; 
the physiologic information must be correct, but the 
moral appeal must be strong, the will must be called 
upon, the spiritual message must be driven home, 
Physiologic information alone will not prevail. Fur- 
thermore, the relation of the sex function to life, to 
love, to vigor, must be stressed, the abnormal aspect 
simply touched upon. The usual method, unfortu- 
nately, has been just the reverse. Hence the reaction 
by many against all teaching. 

_ By way of suggestion of literature I would rec- 
ommend a limited amount, and I select what I be- 
lieve to be the best. 

For fundamental principles I would refer to an ar- 
ticle in ‘‘ Physical Training’’ of September, 1913, by 
Dr. M. J. Exner, It is, I think, the best statement 
yet presented (New York, 25 cents). 

For mothers : ‘*‘ How to Tell the Story of Repro- 
duction to Children’’ (Mothers’ Union, $1). 

For young boys: ‘‘What My Uncle, the Doctor, 
Taught Me’’ (The American Society of Sanitary and 
Moral Prophylaxis, New York, 10 cents). 

For boys in the teens: ‘‘From Youth Into Man- 
hood,’’ by Winfield S. Hall, M.D. (Association Press, 
50 cents). 

For young men: ‘‘ Reproduction and Sexual Hy- 
giene,’’ by Winfield S. Hall, M. D. (Wynnewood 
Publishing Co., Chicago, go cents). 























LESSON FOR JULY 26 


(Luke 19 : 11-27) 





«The Young Man's Problem'’ (The Society of 
Sanitary and Moral Prophylaxis, New York, 10 cents). 
For girls : ‘* Confidences,’’ by E. B. Lowry (Forbes 
& Co., Chicago, 50 cents ; by mail, 55 cents). 
For Young Women : ‘‘ Herself,"’ talks with women 
concerning themselves, by E. B. Lowry (Forbes & 
Co., $1; by mail, $1. 10). 
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Perhaps when all is said and done the best method 
for the Sunday-school to pursue is to give instruc- 
tion to parents, and this can best be done through 
mothers’ and fathers’ conferences, where the subject 
is candidly and thoroughly discussed, and possibly 
this emphasis may prove the wisest course. 

New York Ciry. 
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Were these Pharaohs 
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Israel’s dealings with Egypt's kings and with Egypt’s idols are among the subjects discussed 
by Professor Melvin Grove Kyle in his archeological review for this month 


>| 


Cousins to Abraham 








LOWLY the light dawns again upon the Patri- 
archal period in Egypt. It has been now for a 
long time almost universally agreed that the 

patriarchs came into Egypt in the time of the Hyksos, 
the Shepherd kings. But who the Shepherd kings 
were is still much discussed. Professor Petrie argued 
very strongly from his discovery of the fortified camp 
at Tell el-Yehudiyeh that the people who defended 
such a fortification fought with the bow rather than 
with the sword, and that therefore the Hyksos were of 
the ‘‘ bow-people,’’ of whom the Egyptians speak so 
much, the roving Bedouin of Palestine and the Arab- 
ian Peninsula. This seemed to determine the place 
from which the ‘‘shepherds’’ came and the manner 
of their life, but not certainly their race. 

Laterly some have inclined much to the view that 
the Hyksos were Hittites, or at least some part of the 
Hittite power. But Burckhardt has shown that the 
only clue which the Egyptians themselves give to the 
place from which the Hyksos came, or the people to 
whom they belonged, is that they were called Aamu, 
a name by which the Egyptians designated the inhab- 
itants of Palestine and the Arabian Peninsula, and 
also another Egyptian phrase made up of the word 
for Asiatics and a geographical term which is thought 
to refer to the same region, to the northeast of Egypt. 
Meyer has pointed out that seven out of nine of the 
Hyksos names are Semitic, and that none of the Sem- 
itic names among them has been found in Asia 
Minor, the land of the Hittites. And now Professor 
Petrie claims, and with good reason, that ‘‘the core 
of the Hyksos was Semitic,”’-and that ‘‘therefore Asia 
Minor cannot be looked upon as the original home of 
the Hyksos, but rather Syria, probably Arabia."’ 

This view certainly harmonizes best with all the evi- 
dence from the discoveries concerning the Hyksos 
and with the statements of Scripture concerning the 
patriarchs, The patriarchs would thus be from the 
same region as that from which the Hyksos had come, 
and of the same Semitic race, and thus acceptable to 
the Shepherd Semites in power in Egypt, who were 
themselves hated by the Egyptians, and they were 
also of the same wandering Bedouin character. 

Thus the great Sheikh Abraham would be a Bedouin 
prince among Bedouin princes in Egypt ; the young 
Sheikh Joseph would be most acceptable when he had 
commended himself by his conduct and his rank had 
become known at court ; and the old Bedouin Sheikh 
Jacob and all the princes of the tribe would naturally 
be received with great favor by the Pharaoh in the 
days of the famine and as cordially hated by the na- 
tive Egyptians to whom every shepherd was ‘‘ abomi- 
nation.’’ And at last when their friends, the Hyksos 
kings, were driven out and a new king arose who 
would not know Joseph, they would try to suppress 
the Israelite favorites of the foreign oppressors. 

Protessor Petrie, Ancient Egypt (Part ii, 1914, p. 81). 

Why the Rich Man Kneeled 

% ype to him (Mark 10:17). This looks 

to us like absolute submission to the Master, 

and we wonder at the outcome of the inci- 
dent. In fact, such kneeling meant nothing of the 
sort. This kneeling was nothing more than one mark 
of the customary politeness accorded to superiors in 
those days. On the monuments we do, indeed, see 
the worshipers taking this attitude before the images 
or the altars of the gods, though they are more fre- 
quently pictured as standing ; but captives also hum- 
ble themselves thus in the dust when brought into 
the. presence of their captors, and citizens are seen 
prostrating themselves before the tax-gatherer. Such 
prostrations in the temple undoubtedly meant rever- 
ence ; in the presence of the king they meant great 
politeness, perhaps dread, but nothing moré than is 
meant by the kowtowing at the Chinese court ; be- 
fore the tax-gatherer such kneeling was simply dis- 
creet servility, something like the humble mien which 
the discreet. person finds it wise to assume at the cus- 


tom-house. In the presence of the great teacher this 
kneeling was mere deference to greatness and learn- 
ing, as one among us removes his hat and bows when 
introduced into the presence of a great teacher. 

So, when this rich man ‘‘ kneeled to him '’ it meant 
at the most no more than when a rich man of to-day 
puts an expensive tablet in the church, perhaps to the 
memory of his mother, or contributes an elaborate 
altar covering in cloth of gold for the sake of a favor- 
ite preacher, but turns away sulking when some one 
mentions the poor and oppressed. These will find it 
as hard to enter into the kingdom as did this rich 
man who ‘‘ kneeled to him,"’ 


Did Israel Worship God Through the Golden Calf ? 


T IS no spirit of resentment at criticism, but rather 
of appreciation of it, that prompts a brief notice 
of a recent leading article in the Expositor from 

the pen of the distinguished scholar, Professor 
Edouard Koenig, Ph.D., of Bonn. We learn most 
from those who criticise us. Professor Koenig calls 
attention to my article in the Times of November 6, 
1913, on the worship of the golden calf at Mount 
Sinai. He objects that I make the calf worship at 
Sinai to be idol worship, and not, as he thinks it really 
was, the worship of God by images. I quite agree 
with him that it was the worship of God by images, 
and think I could not have made my meaning quite 
clear in the article, for I did not intend to teach 
explicitly that it was idol worship. Professor 
Koenig has put all the world of Old Testament stu- 
dents under obligation of gratitude for his great work, 
‘*The History of Old Testament Religion’’ (in Ger- 
man), and now we are grateful to him also for this 
criticism, which gives opportunity to make some 
things clear that were not clear. 

Professor Koenig's claim is that the Old Testament 
represents with conspicuous clearness two practises, 
idol worship and the worship of God by images. 
Granted ; but we also must. distinguish with equal 
clearness between the teachings of the Old Testament 
writers and the practises of the people for whom they 
wrote. Does any one suppose that the multitude of 
Israel was always careful to observe this distinction 
when they fell into idolatrous practises? 

My view of the events in question at Sinai, which I 
do not seem to have made quite clear in my editorial 
on calf worship, is just this : that the Israelites in 
their religious frenzy at Sinai fell back upon the use 
of the old Semitic idolatrous symbols for God, and 
then, under the unwilling leadership of Aaron, and in 
the presence of Jehovah on the mountain, and with 
the teaching of Moses in mind, did not at all object 
when Aaron proclaimed ‘‘a feast unto Jehovah,”’ 
but made a Semitic idol do service as an image of 
Jehovah, We may not expect the Israelites to make 
the distinction in practise between idol worship and 
the worship of God by images any better than do 
other people under similar circumstances. 

Professor Koenig also inclines strongly to the view 
that the golden calf was an Egyptian image, and says, 
‘* How could the idol whom the unfaithful multitude 
in Israel worshipped in Egypt have helped those wor- 





What Will the New Flood Tablet Tell? 


The collection of tablets from Nippur in the Museum 
of the University of Pennsylvania has furnished an- 
other most interesting discovery. Professor Langdon 
of Oxford announces the discovery of a portion of a 
flood tablet containing also reference to the fall of 
man. Quickly following upon this announcement 
came another that Dr. Gordon, Curator of the Mu- 
seum, had found the remainder of the tablet. A 
translation of the portion which Professor Langdon 
has deciphered has not yet reached this country. Dr, 
Gordon has kindly offered to furnish it to the Times 
as soon as it arrives. Expectation rises higher and 
higher concerning the possibilities of this wonderful 
collection of tablets from Nippur.—M. G. Kyle. 
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shipers to quit the land of Egypt?"’ 


Well, if it be 
so hard for the Israelites to believe that, how much 
harder would it be for them to believe that the Egyp- 
tian god himself, of whom they made an ‘ image,"’ 


should be capable of such treason. I ‘admit, as I 
did in the editorial in question, the possibility of 
the golden calf being the Egyptian god Mnevis, of 
whom but little is known, but the improbabiltty of 
this identification still seems to me very great. 
Professor Edouard Koenig, D, D., Bonn, in the Exposi- 
tor, April, 1914. 
The Great Abomination Ezekiel Saw 


ZEKIEL was once carried in vision back from the 
land of captivity to see the abominations that 
were practised at Jerusalem. He was shocked 

at the image of jealousy at ‘‘ the door of the gate of the 
inner court,’’ but the Lord said, ‘* Thou shalt see yet 
other great abominations,’’ Then he took the prophet 
into the chambers of imagery to see what ‘*‘ the elders 
of the house of Israel do in the dark,’’ and he was hor- 
rified. Then the Lord said, ‘‘ Thou shalt see yet other 
great abominations,’’ and he brought him to ‘‘ the door 
of the gate of Jehovah's house,'’ and behold ‘* there 
sat women weeping for Tammuz.'’ What was this abom- 
ination of abominations, ‘‘ weeping for Tammuz'’ ? 

Some things are coming to be known about the 
‘* weeping for Tammuz,’’ Tammuz hymns are known, 
and now an incantation,—that is, magical supplica- 
tion,—in the name of the sorrows of Tammuz and his 
mother is known. Tammuz has been identified 
with the Greek Adonis, but has also been traced back 
to the Sumerian times in old Babylonia. An old 
hymn of that early time describes what has been 
thought to be the ‘tree of life.’ It ends with the 
line, ‘‘ [in] the midst of it was the god Tammuz."’ 

The latest Tammuz hymn, translated by Professor 
Prince, is an attempt to remove affliction by adjuring 
the sorrows of Tammuz and his mother, Nana, ‘‘The 
idea of Tammuz and his grieving mother, as set forth 
by this text, seems to imply that their divine sorrows 
had a certain theological value ; in other words, that 
they constituted a vicarious suffering to which men 
might look as a compensation for physical ailments. 
In this respect the poem is a really striking prototype 
of modern Christian litanies, which adjure the deity 
by the sorrows of the incarnate God and his mother 
to have mercy on mankind,"’ 

Little by little the sources of the practises which 
crept into the litanies of the church through its con- 
tact with heathenism come to light. 

Professor J. Dynely Prince, Ph.D., Columbia Univer- 
sity, in the Journal of the American Oriental Society, De- 
cember, 1913, pages 345, 346. 


The Facts About ‘*Mummy Wheat” 


HE desire for souvenirs of Bible lands is deeply 
seated in all of us, a mild sort of relic worship 
perhaps. This desire is apparently so harmless 

that it seems too bad to disturb the enjoyment of it in 
the least, but the clearing of the whole field from 
every sort of fancy, that only facts shall remain, is of 
the first importance in studying the Bible from the 
standpoint of Bible lands, 

One of the most alluring of relics, archeological 
fetishes, for imaginative people who travel in Bible 
lands is ‘*mummy wheat,’’ and other such remains 
of plant life which are supposed to be preserved in 
coffins and tombs, and now planted and grown. 
‘*Supposed, indeed,’’ somebody will be saying. 
‘* There is no supposition about it. I found it myself 
in a vessel that had never been opened, and it grew."’ 
It does not matter that farmers cannot get wheat and 
other seed to grow that is even a few years old, people 
will go on believing in ‘‘mummy wheat’’ and are 
delighted to see it grow luxuriantly and believe in it, 
though the grain has been kept for thousands of years ! 
In fact, there is no warrant for believing that real 
‘*¢mummy wheat’’ has ever been grown. Supposed 
instances are either self-deception or sheer fraud, per- 
petrated upon the innocent experimenter. Professor 
Petrie, that genius of patient observation and hard 
sense, has recently exposed this superstition about 
‘*«mummy wheat.’’ Even the well-authenticated in- 
stance of ‘‘mummy wheat,’’ a few grains of which 
were taken from a,coffin never before opened, he shows 
to have been self-deception on the part of the discov- 
erer. Upon investigation the coffin was found to 
have been stored in a stable and covered over with 
wheat, a few grains of which got into it through a 
crack. It must be remembered, too, that usually an- 


tiquities are packed in fresh straw for shipment. Then 

the little jars sold to tourists in Egypt and opened by 

themselves at home, are transparent humbugs—manu- 

factured for sale and fresh wheat placed in them. 
Professor Petrie, Ancient Egypt (Part ii, 1914, pp. 78, 79). 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON 4. JULY 26. THE POUNDS AND THE TALENTS 4 


Golden Text: Well done, good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I 
will set thee over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy lord.—Matthew 25 : 21 





The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


AN you remember any of last year’s lessons ? 
Well, then, tell us about a young man who got 
a promotion. Joseph. And Joseph got his 
promotion for just about the same reason that Henry 
gets promoted in school and John gets a raise down 
at the store, and father comes home on a certain day 
with a great big smile on his face. All promotions 
that are deserved come in about the same way. 
They come because we have done well, right where 
we were. 

Joseph is a splendid young man for all of us who 
are younger to study. e was a slave, but he didn’t 
act like a slave. He acted like a man who was work- 
ing for himself, and so his master made him overseer 
of thatfarm. Then he was stuck into a prison on a 
false charge, but he did not act like a prisoner, but 
like an energetic man who was working for money, 
though he knew that no money would ever be paid to 
him for it. He did his duty and a little more all the 
time. So Joseph got his promotion and it was a 
big one. 

That is the kind of person that everybody likes, and 
he always gets the promotion as soon as there is one 
tobe had, Thatis religion too. Doing a great big 

enerous day’s work is a sign of real religion, and 
Teous very often commended persons who worked 
that way. He spoke a parable once that we ought 
all to listen to. It was a story of some men who 
worked hard and got a raise, and one who growled 
and loafed and got no raise at all. 


The Teacher’s Preparation 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times ] 
It will be well for us to refresh our minds on the 
main facts in our lesson about Zacchzus, Both Dr. 
Riddle (v. 11) and Dr. Thomas (Monday study) con- 
nect this parable with the visit to Zacchzeus. The 
parable itself will be made to seem less fanciful and 
more probable if the teacher will refresh his mind on 
the political situation, dnd be able to explain that 
many a “lord” did precisely what this one in the 
parable did,—went to get himself a kingdom. He 
would, of course, go to Rome, and Dr. Thomas 
(Monday study)suggests that Archelaus did just this 
very thing. A Bible dictionary will be of great 
assistance in this, Drs. Riddle and Thomas make a 
very careful comparison between this parable and 
that of the talents, which is given in Matthew 24: 
14-30, and it is quite important that this should be 
emphasized, for the two are very often confused. 
The great opportunity of the lesson is the occasion 
that it gives to emphasize the necessity of putting 
energy into our spiritual life. Practical applications 
of this should be sought out, and they should be such 
as are suited to the daily life of the particular class 
that is being taught. Care should be taken to apply 
the law, ‘‘to him that hath shall be given...” to 
things mental and spiritual as well as things mate- 
rial. There is danger that the fascinating ease with 
which this may be illustrated in the case of finances 
and material things will overshadow the moral and 
spiritual. 
In the leading editorial of this issue on ‘‘ The 
Neglected Truth of Rewards,” will be found stimu- 
lating suggestions that will throw light upon the 
parables of the lesson. 


The Class in Session 

We cannot study Jesus’ life,in perfect sequence of 
events, for our Gospels are not written with that ex- 

ctation. So it happens that this week we turn 

ack to Luke’s Gospel, and we find ourselves once 
more in the house of Zaccheeus in Jericho (Dr. Rid- 
dle, v. 11, and Monday study). We must remember 
that Jesus was tremendously popular with the great 
mass of the common people, and that by reason of 
his great miracles they were expecting some re- 
markable event to take place at Jerusalem at this 
| payee for which they were going up there (Mon- 

ay study; Mr. Gordon, paragraphs 1, 2; Dr. Mackie, 
paragraph 1). 

To-correct this notion and to give them truer ideas 
of life and conduct Jesus gives them this parable. 
The story would seem pretty natural to them, for 
they had seen something very much like it in their 
own country’s history. Herod the Great had gained 
the title and office of king from Rome. On his death 
Archelaus, who at one time had a palace in Jericho, 
also went to Rome to be ratified as king. Moreover, 
he was followed by a committee of Jews who opposed 
him,. and. begged that he be not made king, but that 
their land be made a Roman province. The noble- 


Luke 19 : 11-27. Commit verses 16, 17 


11 And as they heard these wo fe he added and spake a | 


parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and decause they 
supposed that the kingdom of God was immediately to appear. 
12 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far 
country, to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return. 13 
And he called ten ! servants of his, and gave them ten ? pounds, 
and said unto them, ‘Trade ye Aerewith till I come. 14 But 
his citizens hated him, and sent an ambassage after him, say- 
ing, We will not that this man reign over us, 15 And it came 
to pass, when he was come back again, having received the 
kingdom, that he commanded these ! servants, unto whom he 
had giyen the money, to be called to him, that he might know 
what they had gained by trading. 16 And the first came before 
him, saying, Lord, thy pound hath made ten pounds more. 
17 And he said unto him, Well done, thou good servant : 
because thou wast found faithful in a very little, have thou 
authority over ten cities. 18 And the second came, Saying, 
‘Thy pound, Lord, hath made five pounds. 19 And he said 
unto him also, Be thou also over five cities, 20 And 4another 
came, saying, Lord, behold, Aeve is thy pound, which I kept 
laid up in a napkin: 21 for I feared thee, because thou art an 
austere man : thou takest up that which thou layedst not down, 
and reapest that which thou didst not sow. 22 He saith unto 
him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked 
Sservant. ‘Thou knewest that I am an austere man, taking up 
that which I laid not down, and reaping that which I did not 
sow ; 23 then wherefore gavest thou not my money into the 
bank, and 51 at my coming should have required it with inter- 
est? 24 And he said unto them that stood by, Take away 
from him the pound, and give it unto him that hath the ten 
pounds. 25 And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds. 
26 I say unto you, that unto every one that hath shall be given ; 
but from him that hath not, even that which he hath shall be 
taken away from him. 27 But these mine enemies, that would 
not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them 
before me. 


1 Gr. dondservants. % Mina, here translated a pound, is equal to 
one hundred drachmas. See ch. 15.8. %Gr. bondservant ‘4Gr. the 
other. » Or, J should have gone and required 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 
(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this.issue of the ‘Times.) 


Verse 11.—Who are meant by ‘’ they,’’ and what were 
‘these things’’? What is the meaning of *‘the kingdom 
of God,’’ and why did: they suppose that it-was to appear 
immediately? (Riddle; Gordon, 1, 2; Mackie, 1, 2; 
Thomas, Monday study; Class in Session, 1:) 

Verse 12.—What was a ‘‘nobleman,’’ and what sort of 
kingdom would he receive ? (Riddle; Mackie, 3 ; Thomas, 
Monday ; Class-in Session, 2.) 

Verse 13.—What was the value of ten pounds? What 
sort of trading was done in those days? (Riddle ; Mackie, 
4; Thomas, Tuesday; Visiting the Lesson Scenes, 2.) 

Verse 14.—Who were the citizens, and what was their 
relation to the servants? (Riddle ; Mackie, 5-7; Thomas, 
Tuesday ; Class in Session, °3.) 

Verse 16.—How might this servant have used the pound 
so that it would increase to ten pounds ? (Riddle; Mackie, 4; 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes.) 

Verse 17.—What sort of ‘‘authority’’ was this servant 
given over ten cities? (Riddle.) 

Verse 21.—What did he mean by an ‘‘austere’’ man? 
(Riddle ; Mackie, 7; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 22,—Did the nobleman mean to agree to his ser- 
vant’s estimate of his character? (Riddle ; Thomas, Thurs- 
day.) 

Verse 23.—What kind of banks were there at that time? 
(Riddle. ) 

Verse 26.—Is it the nobleman who is represented as 
saying this, or was Jesus saying it to his hearers? (Riddle.) 

Verse 27.—Why are these enemies mentioned in the 
parable of the pounds? (Riddle ; Thomas, Saturday.) 

Verses 12-27,—What is the interpretation of this para- 
ble? Riddle ; Gordon, 4, 5 ; Thomas, Saturday and Ques- 
tions for Study, 1.) 








man stands, of course, for Jesus himself (Dr. Riddle, 
v. 12), and we his followers are the servants to whom 
something is entrusted. In the story, each servant 
was given an equal amount (Tuesday study; Dr. 
Riddle, v. 13). Evidently this was done as a test 
to ascertain who would be faithful and energetic 
when the Lord came back (Mr. Gordon, paragraphs 
5, 6). 

There is another class, the citizens, over whom the 
Lord is to rule, who actively oppose him. Dr. Thomas 
suggests (Tuesday study) that perhaps the slaves 
represent the disciples and the citizens the Jews 
(Saturday study). The master is absent, and his 
servants are left each on his own responsibility; on 
his return all are called before him. ‘They had re- 
ceived equal endowments, but had used them with 
unequal success, The reward in each case was pro- 
portioned to the faithfulness of service (Wednesday 
study; Dr. Riddle, vs. 16, 17; Mr. Gordon, para- 
graphs 7, 8). This teaches us the ‘‘ profound princi- 
ple” that faithful service of Christ will be rewarded 





+ 








(Friday study). But one servant came, and had 
nothing to show except his original pound. He is 
judged unfaithful. His only excuse for his conduct 
is that he was afraid of the stern character of his 
master, This is evidently an excuse and not a rea- 
son (Dr. Riddle, vs. 22, 23). The judgment passed 
on him is severe. His pound is taken away and 
given to the most successful of the others. hen 
this is objected to, the Master simply replies that 
this is the unalterable rule of life, ‘‘To him that 
hath shall be given” (Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 5). 

Dr. Riddle adds a concluding paragraph which 

ints out that this parable teaches that it may bea 
ong while before the Lord returns and the kingdom 
is set “. This was for those referred to in verse 11, 
It teaches us that life is a test, and that it has defi- 
nite rewards and punishments for faithfulness and 
unfaithfulness. Some of these rewards are received 
here and now, and there are others to come in the 
future. 


A Lesson Summary 

It is Jesus’ evident desire to assure his friends that 
life means an earnest application to our present re- 
sponsibilities. We are not pleasing him when we are 
idly dreaming about the future; we are pleasing him 
when we are strenuously endeavoring to make the 
most of our present responsibilities and endowments. 
He will reward us in accordance with our demon- 
strated ability. Faithfulness means something more 
than steadiness and honesty; it means courage, fore- 
sight, diligence, and ingenuity. Amiable stupidity 
is not Christlike, and it will turn out little better than 
grumbling obstinacy. ‘The reward of sincere spirit- 
ual effort is tremendous. To him that hath learned 
to pray great answers to prayer shall be given. To 
him that hath learned to serve his fellow-men great 
hosts of loving friends shall be raised up year after 
year. 


Questions for Class Use 

1, Why did Jesus give this parable ? 

2. What historical basis was there for this story? 

3. How may we gather from it that the kingdom is not 
to be set up immediately ? 

4. What two classes are pictured as ‘‘servants’’ and 
** citizens ’’ ? ; 

5. How does this parable encourage the average man? 

6. How does it warn us? 

7. Name some leading differences between this and the 
parable of Matthew 24: 14-30? 


Other Teaching Points 

If we make any serious mistake in the managing of our 
lives it is because we do not attend closely to Jesus’ teach- 
ing. He is very careful to speak to us plainly on all vital 
questions like this of the time that would elapse before the 
establishing of the kingdom. 

The man who claims that he has no opportunity in life 
is weakening himself and distrusting his Master. Joseph 
had no opportunity, but he rose, Energy and faithfulness 
make opportunities, 

To do business always involves taking some chances, 
and requires courage and persistence, and that is the way 
that souls develop faith and power. Nothing ventured 
nothing won is true of the soul, as of all other life, 

If you want to know what solid comfort is, work, work 
hard, and have something to point to when the time comes, 

It is an invariable trait of the moral loafers that they are 
grumblers. ‘* Workers don’t grumble, and grumblers don’t 
work,”? 

The rewards of life always seem away out of proportion 
to our deserts, and likewise the punishments, 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Mark 11: 1-11.) 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 

interest in the coming lesson. ‘Ihe suggestions and ques- 

tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.] 

The eventful and interesting journey of Jesus up 
to Jerusalem and his last passover feast came to an 
end. He is almost at the city gates. His recent 
miracles and public discourses had won for him the 
most unbounded popularity with the open-hearted 
Gallileans and others who had come up to the city at 
about the same time. They gave him a tremendous 
ovation as he entered the city. 


. Why did Jesus enter the city riding as he did? 
What made this crowd so enthusiastic over Jesus? 
liow did the celebration end? 

. Why did Jesus allow it? 

. See if you can discover in the lesson : 

A good beginning to a bad ending. 

A right answer to a hard problem. 

A quotation. 

A good makeshift. 


Evanston, ILL. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 26 (Luke 19 : 11-27) 


Keeping True to the Absent King 
By S. D. Gordon 


PPHEY were talking—these disciples and the crowd 
that followed Jesus from place to place on his 
journey up to Jerusalem—they were talking 

about the kingdom. They supposed it was now to 


t up. 
berpey had very vague ideas as to just what the 
kingdom of God was. They knew the phrase, and 
liked it. It caught them. But probably no two 

jd have agreed exactly on its meaning. ‘The 
thought of it chiefly as something that would cure all 
ils and right all wrongs, and that centered about 
esus. So Jesus tries to turn their thought into a 

tical channel by telling them one of his simple, 
matchless stories ; we call it the parable of the 


pounds. ever 

A httle later, after reaching Jerusalem, he was sit- 
ting one day on Olivet with four of his disciples, 
when they asked him about his coming again to set 
up the kingdom. In his answer, among other things, 
he speaks of the servant who is ‘' faithful and wise” 
during his master’s absence (Matt. 24: 3, 45). And 
then he tells two stories : the virgins, to illustrate the 
meaning of ‘‘ wise”; and the talents, to illustrate the 
meaning of ‘‘ faithful” (Matt. 25). 

So the setting of both these stories, the pounds 
and the talents, is the same. They fit into the inter- 
yal between the ascension of Jesus and his return to 
set up the kingdom. In Jesus’ own words, he is the 
King. He has gone away to obtain a kingdom. 
Some day he will return and establish a new order 
of things on the earth, 

Whenever that time does come He will need help 
in conducting the new order of things. Naturally he 
will need trained and trusty servants, those who have 
both revealed and developed the sort of traits needed 
in the kingdom service. 

The present is the testing-time. I do not mean 
testing to assure salvation, of course. That is as- 
sured not by what we do, but by what he has done. 
It isn’t testing to see which one is better, or more 
earnest, or more capable than some other one, It is 
not a testing to see which will get the highest prize 
and the next highest. and soon. The whole purpose 
of the test is to find out who can be depended upon 
to serve during the kingdom ; have breathed in the 
kingdom spirit, and learned the kingdom way of 
doing things, and socan be entrusted with the diffi- 
cult tasks of the kingdom time. 

Each of us who is trusting Jesus has been given 
something to useforhim. Some of us haven’t much; 
we're down on the pound’s level perhaps, so far as 
ability and opportunity are concerned, Our ability 
can be expressed in the language of the smaller coins. 
Some have been entrusted with more ; they're up on 
the talents’ level. It takes gold in large size to tell 
how much has been entrusted tothem. They have 
unusual gifts of this sort and that ; and the gift of 
leadership in rare degree, 

Some of us may think we haven't been entrusted 
with any ability. But each of us has the greatest of 
all trusts, —the life. We can //ve for the Absent One. 
And this is, after all, not only service, but service of 
the highest sort. We serve best not by the actual 
service we give—needful and blessed as this may be 
—but by the sort of life we live. 

Now, whatever we do have is given us 7z# ¢rust?. 
These things are not ours. We don’t own what we 
have. We are only trustees of what belongs to an- 
other. How sorely the man misses the mark who 
thinks about how talented he is ; how much superior 
toothers. All he has belongs to some one else, and 
has been merely /oaned to him, nothing more, for 
him to make the most of forthe Owner. Let him who 
has the most, use his knees most, both in lowliness 
and in prayer. Only so can he be true to his greater 
trust. He has an opportunity to make a worse fail- 
ure. He needs more grace to make good. 

There are two conditions in the trust. We are to 
use what we have, and to use it in a way that will 
best please the King. We need to guard against 
lack of use, or neglect; against misuse, that is, 
diverting to some other purpose than was intended, 
even though not a bad purpose ; against abuse, or 
using for an evil purpose ; and against over-use, or 
going to excess or extremes. We need to find out the 

ing’s plan, and then use what he has entrusted to 
- sgg use it to the full, and use it as he wants us 
0 do. 

The absent King thinks most of this: that we are 
faithful to himself. He wants the warm touch of 
heart with himself ; the first love kept at summer 
heat. Faithfulness means being personally true to 
Jesus, our absent, coming Lord. It means keeping 
Steady, not wabbling this way and that ; not lagging 
behind, not running ahead, but just steadily keeping 
the pace our Lord sets. 

It's a very old story, but an immensely helpful one 
about the man in a black fog in London who lost his 
way. He ran full into another man, and apolo- 
gized humbly. But the other man was blind, and 
said to the lost man, ‘I’m used to the dark; 
let me show you the way to your home.” And 
So the blind man led the man with good eyesight, 
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because he was used to walking without the aid of 
outer lights. 3 

There'll be need in the kingdom time for those who 
have learned to walk by the light of the throne, with- 
out the aid’ of the lower lights. Those who depend 
on the lower lights will stumble badly when the new 
lighting arrangements of the kingdom time are in use. 
Then the others will have tolead them. ‘This is our 
practise time with the upper lights. 


New York City. 
z 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HIS parable resembles that of the Talents, but 
with many important differences (see below). 
Time.— Probably on the 3oth or 31st of March, 
A. D. 30. 

Place.—In svishe, and probably, though not cer- 
tainly, in the house of Zacchzeus the publican, 

The Two Similar Parables.—The two are comple- 
mentary, not identical. While faithfulness is the les- 
son in both, this parable presents a test of faithfulness 
and of training for future advancement, while the 
other sets forth the successful administration of 
‘‘each according to his several ability.” The points 
of difference are obvious, Time, place and, espe- 
cially purpose, are notthe same. The number of ser- 
vants is varied ; the amount entrusted is especially 
distinct ; a pound, worth about fifteen to seventeen 
dollars, was given to each ; talents, each worth sixty 
times as much as a pound, were distributed in un- 
equal amounts, The immediate purpose of this para- 
ble was to oppose the popular impression that a tem- 

ral kingdom of God ‘‘ was immediately to appear.” 

ence a nobleman is represented as going into a far 
country ‘‘to receive for himself a kingdom, and to re- 
turn.” In the other parable a man of wealth distri- 


‘butes all his property, in trust during his absence, 


These are but a part of the obvious differences, 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 11.—As they heard these things: *‘They” 
refers to the multitude that was following Jesus in 
Jericho, and ‘‘ these things” include the conversation 
at the house of Zaccheus.—7he kingdom of God: 
The Jews looked for a temporal Messianic kingdom, 
as the Gospels intimate so frequently. ‘They expected 
it to be established at Jerusalem.—/mmedialely to 
appear: It would seem that the visit of Jesus to Je- 
rusalem was connected, in the minds of the multitude, 
with the appearance of this ‘‘ kingdom.” 

Verse 12.—A certain nobleman : Literally, ‘‘a cer- 
tain well born man.” (John 4: 46 has a different 
term). ‘This represents our Lord, who was to return 
as King.—-/uto a far country, to receive for ayine 
a kingdom, In those days journeys were often made 
to Rome to obtain privileges, sometimes kingdoms, 
from the reigning Emperor. 

Verse 13.—TZen servants of hts: Greek, ‘‘ bond- 
servants.”—Gave them ten pounds: \t is clear from 
what follows that each received one pound. The 
Attic mina, which is probably meant, was the sixtieth 
part of a talent, and about fifteen or seventeen 
dollars in value. Hence the trust is spoken of as 
‘*very little” (v. 17). . Various interpretations of 
the ‘‘pound” have been suggested.— 7rade ye here- 
with 77/7 J come; ‘‘Occupy” is now misleading. It 
should be noted that trading in Oriental countries is 
altogether different from that among us. Thereis no 
regular price on articles, and bargaining is a contest 
of wits. 

Verse 14.—His citizens : Those over whom he was 
to receive his kingdom. This verse represents what 
occurred several times among the Jews. In the inter- 
pretation it obviously points to the unbelieving Jews, 
contrasted with those in the service of Christ. 

Verse 16.—Hath made ten pounds more: There is 
no hint as to the kind of trading in which this servant 
engaged, but in Oriental methods the increase was 
quite probable. 

Verse 17.—Authority over ten cities : The reward 
befitted the king, who gave the faithful and compe- 
tent servant an official position, as subordinate ruler 
over ten cities, 

Verse 21.—Austere: The term is transferred from 
the Greek, and is equivalent to harsh, rigid, and 
here implies ‘‘ exacting.” 

Verse 22.—Out of thine own mouth: The reply of 
the king acknowledges the description of the servant, 
to judge: him on his showing. 

Verse 23.—/nto the bank: The business habits of 
that age have been revealed by the discoveries of the 
Egypt Exploration Fund. ‘The banks were usually 
owned by individuals.— W7th interest : The existence 
of banks involved the payment of interest. Various 
interpretations have been given of this verse, but 
probably the ‘‘bank” and ‘‘interest” should not be 
given special significance. 

Verse 24.—Give it unto him that hath the ten 
pounds: This was objected to by the bystanders, on 
the ground that this servant already had abundance, 
an objection that is still urged. 

Verse 26.—/say unto you : This is still the language 
of the king, but. the principle stated had been previ- 
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a asserted by our Lord (chap. 8 : 18), and is in- 
a upheld by Providence wellnigh universally, both 
in nature and in grace. 

Verse 27.—But these mine enemies : This verse is 
the language of an Oriental despot, but at the same 
time, in the interpretation of the parable, it implies 
severe punishment of the opponents of Christ as King. 

Verses 12-27.—The parable, as a whole, teaches 
that there will be a long interval before the Lord re- 
turns. It indicates that this period will be one of 
testing and training for individual believers, that 
faithfulness will be rewarded, and unfaithfulness pun- 
ished.—Because of frequent blunders it should be 
carefully noted that it was the ‘‘pound,” not the 
**talent,” that was ‘laid up in a napkin.” 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Keep Busy.—Occupy until I come (v. 13, Auth. 
Ver.). ‘* Trade ye,’ “4 the revisers. But those 
splendid old fellows of King James used the exact 
word. I like that word ‘‘occupy.” All over town 
are many traders, but how many are occupied? Loll- 
ing over counters talking to other tired traders. Gos- 
siping with an idle caller, Reading a trashy book. 
Killing time. My old chum, Jess Taggart, used to 
keep ‘‘Graham’s Hand-Book of Shorthand” under 
the counter to ae him, He wound up one of 
the editors of a great New York daily. George Cor- 
liss kept books on machinery behind his drygoods 
counter. And thus came his great engine. In the 
click and swish of every Corliss engine you can hear 
a song of ‘‘ occupation.’’ Mr. Moody sold shoes, and 
‘‘occupied” with the Old Book. He became one of 
the great good forces of the nineteenth century, and 
the essence of that shoe-shop occupation has clarified 
and enriched every pulpit in the land. Any old 
thing of aman can trade. See that boozy huckster ? 
It takes a full man to occupy and get the best things 
out of life (Deut. 26 : 3-8). 


Among the Dutch.—Zhy found hath made ten 
(v. 16). Not how much you do, but how much you 
try to do is what counts with heaven. The trouble 
with some fellows is they won’t even try tu strike ten, 
Won't even twist their necks to look and see that the 
multiplying-pounders are for the most part those 
who get their business tips from Headquarters (Psa. 
37: 23). Upin Lancaster County among the Amish 
and Dunkards every young man gets a start with a 
farm, It is then ‘‘up” tothe young Amish farmer 
to make good. If he does not, or spends his time 
and energies in idleness or law-suits, they do with 
him just as was done in this parable,—turn him out 
and slay him socially, -God has done even more for 
you fellows than these broad-brim farmers do for 
their boys. It is trust in God and ‘‘ occupy” for Lan- 
caster County Abraham Herr, and it is trust in God 
and ‘‘ occupy” for Coatesville William Henry Jones. 
Old Lancaster County prospers, and is the Garden 
of Eden of the Western world. Let us play the 
pounds in godliness and simplicity also, and make 
old Coatesville rich and happy too, 


Conservatism.— Lord, behold, here is thy pound, 
which I kept laid up in a napkin (v. 20). Iknowa 
good man who thinks he is a great financier, and he 
probably is, He boasts, ‘‘ I have invested thousands 
of dollars for my clients, and have never had a loss.” 
He buys three and a half and four percent municipal 
or similar bonds, I tell him I am going to start a loss- 
less insurance company. We will insure only pig- 
iron under water. Combicisntion, a little of it, may 
be all right. Conservatism did not discover America 
and make it the greatest nation on earth, Conserva- 
tism does not discover anything or invent anything 
or build up anything. We get conservative when we 
lose our ginger and get old and lazy. The church is 
full of ‘* conservatives,” When we hear of an “old 
conservative congregation,” we always expect to 
find a napkin congregation with a musty smell about 
it. Napkin Christianity doesn’t believe in this hustling 
Sunday-school business. The conservative con 
— has no debt, no additions, and almost no Sun- 

av-school, Just keep the pound and risk no mis- 
takes. God has no use for do-nothings. Nothing 
venture nothing win. If you want to a singer, 
sing (Rom. 12: 11; Heb. 6: 11). 


Slippers and Maids.—/or / feared thee (v.21). The 
fellow whois short on performance is long on excuses, 
Ask the ‘‘ plugged” fellow in shop, mill, or office, 
and you will find the whole fault is in the ‘‘ austere” 
old man. Thousands of men are handing out just 
the firm's own and no more, About one in a hundred 
hands back to his ‘‘lord’’ something more than he 
gets. And statistics show that just about one in a 
hundred can be made a ‘“‘ruler.” Gideon and his 
band (Judg. 7: 3-7). I come home at night tired. 
‘Mandy, where are my slippers?” I ask the maid. 
‘*Dunno, sah, unless under the lounge,” she replies. 
I go and get down on my knees and claw around 
under the lounge cover, and find them away back 
next the wall where she has kicked them, Then we 
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have a new administration and again I ask, 
** Gudrun, where are my slippers?’’ ‘ Flere 
they are, sir,’’ says the Norwegian girl as she 
smnilingly brings them to me, And when I 


go to New York or Chicago and pick up | 


a few little remembrances for the home folks, 
1 don’t forget Gudrun, Interest! Well, 
that’s interest. And that is the sort of 
service that God wants, too. And which 
he rewards, 


Him that Hath.—7 eke away from him the 
pound, and give it unto him that hath(v. 24). 
**{ don't believe a word in the Bible. An 
honest God’s the noblest work of man,”’ 
sneered the smart one from old Noitall Col- 
lege. «** Well,’’ I replied, ** here are two or 
three short words you believe all right, ‘To 
him that hath shall be given.’’’ The atheis- 
tic visitor had nothing further to say. Be- 
cause even the college smart one knows it is 
a law of life, The job hunts the fellow who 
has a good job. ‘Ihe good call comes to the 
minister who is hard at it in his parish, 
Orders pour in when you are so busy you 
don’t know what to do. Old Money-bags 
dies anid leaves it to his rich relations who 
don’t need it. When a rich uncle dies and 
leaves John the hostler a fortune it is so un 
usual the newspapers print it in scare type. 
Consequently the only thing for a poor man 
to «lo is to take a partner and ‘* occupy’”’ 
with the ten pounds. Christ is the partner, 
and here are the pounds ten: Sight, hear- 
ing, touch, taste, smell, brains, stomach, 
legs, arms, muscle. Uncle Billy Watson has 
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servants, unto whom he had given the money, 
to be called to him, that he might know what 
they had gained by trading (v. 15). John 
Lrown of Haddington, alleges C. If, Spur- 
geon, sail to a young minister who com- 
plained of the smallness of his congregation, 
**It is as large a one as you will want to give 
account for in the day of judgment.’’—Sen¢ 
by James D, Lawson, Charlottetown, P. E. I. 


That Safeguarded Talent.— And another 
came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, 
which L have kept laid upin a napkin (vy. 20). 
A youth, says The Watchword, was leaving 
his aunt’s house after a visit, when, finding 
it was beginning to rain, he caught up an 
umbrella that was snugly placed in a corner, 
and was proceeding to open it, when the old 
lady, who for the first time observed his 
movements, sprang toward him, exclaiming, 
**No, no, that you never shall, I’ve had 
that umbrella twenty-three years, and it has 
never been wet yet: and I’m sure it shan’t 
be wet now.’’ Some folks’ talents are treated 
just*this way, They are none the worse for 
wear They are covered up, or laid away to 
be used in case of emergency, but not for 
common occasions, We are suspicious that 
the twenty-three-year-old gingham was gone 
at the seams, and if it had been unfurled it 
would have looked like a sieve. At any rate 
we are sure that this is the case with the 
buried talent which has answered no useful 
turn ina man’s life. —Sent dy James D, Law- 


| son, Charlottetown, P. E. 1. 


gained a big farm. Jerry Fraser a big family. | 


Three hundred acres for Uncle Billy. Six 

children for Jerry. 
you! (Psu. 127 : 3 5.) 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 
“ 


The Ilustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the: con- 
A duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 
tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week, A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


A Drop in the Bucket.— We// done, good 
and faithful servant* thou hast been faith- 
Jul over a few things, I will set thee over 
many things; enter thou into the joy of thy 
lord (Golden Text). It is told of a certain 
man in a big-city, that every night he was in 
the habit of visiting a haunt where poor 
wretches were accustomed to seek a tempo- 
rary shelter, and of providing at least one 
man with bed and breakfast. A_ friend 
undertook to argue with him about the use- 
lessness of it, in the face of so much want 
aud misery, adding: ‘‘It is only a drop in 
the bucket!’’ ‘*‘That’s all right,’’ was tbe 
reply; ‘* I’m just attending to my drop !’’— 
From Lillian Brock, in Young Churchman, 
Sent by Sadie M. Harley, Rome, Ga. 


When the Winter Chill Went.— We// 
done, good and faithful servant; thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, Iwill set 
thee over many things; enter thou into the 
joy of thy lord (Golden Text), One cold 
day in winter I saw a woman sitting on a 
step selling The Country Gentleman and The 
Saturday Evening Post. I was arrested by 
_the lovely expression on her face, though her 
eyes were apparently gone. After greetings, 
I said, ‘* Are you able to help yourself much 
by selling papers?’’ ‘‘Yes, I get along 
pretty well,’’ I found she was a widow with 
two children, She said she did her house- 
work the first three days of the week, and 
sold papers the last three. ‘* And you are 
blind, and can do all that?’’ ‘*I am not 
quite blind. I can see a very little, but if I 
were, I think I could do my housework. I 
know the place so well.’’ I said, ** Well, 
well! there certainly are troubles in this 
world.’’ She said, ** But is not that what 
the Lord said we must expect till he comes 
again ?—‘in the world ye shall have tribula- 
tion.’’’ I said, ‘* I knew you were that kind. 
I sawit in your face before I stopped.’”’ ‘*I 
am glad,’’ she said, ‘‘if my face can glorify 
my Lord.’’ Then we talked of her Baptist 
ehurch, and of the ‘* blessed hope,’’ till the 
winter chill was all gone, and that plain little 
figure with its black woolen head-wrapping, 
seemed transfigured. ‘* Well done, good 
and faithful mother! enter thou.’’—Sent dy 
Mrs. S. H. Kellogg, Philadelphia. The prize 
for this weck is awarded to this illustration. 


At the Reckoning.—And it came to pass, 


ceived the kingdom, that he commanded these 


| own mouth will 1 judge thee (v. 22). 





Worse Than a Quitter — Which I kept 
laid up in a napkin (vy, 20). One thing 


All doing well, thank | ¥°rse than a quitter is the man who is afraid 
| to begin. — Quoted in a trade journal, ** The 


| Blow -Of7.”’ 


Sent by Burton H. Winslow, 
Saco, Ale. 


Standing St:ll Forbidden.— Oxu/ Ait sed 
** You 
have no right to find fault with my looks,’’ 
said A; **I am just as God made me.’”’ ‘I 
know it,’’ replied B. ‘*That is what I am 
blaming you for, You’ve never made any 
improvement on yourself.’’ That was the 
trouble with the man with the one talent, — 
not that he did not have ten to begin with, 
but that he did not improve the one he had. 
—Sent by Lelia Munsell, Herington, Kan. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


HEY supposed that the kingdom of God 
was immediately to appear (v. 11). 
A similar ecstasy of indolent hope was 
created in the ‘Turkish Empire a few years 
ago by the proclamation of a constitution 
with equal citizenship for all creeds and 
races within its bounds, But when the call 
came for united effort on behalf of the empire 
it was found that the old hostilities of race 
andreligion were still there, and special in- 
terests clamored and intrigued for private ad- 
vantage though the empire as a whole should 
break up and disappear. 

A similar infatuation of vain hope is 
being repeated to-day in Judea. The Zion- 
ists, by means of abundant funds at their dis- 
posal, have been buying up lands, houses, and 
shops, and taking over local industries in 
Jaffa, Jerusalem, and other towns in Palestine, 
and have thus aroused the angry suspicions 
of Arabic Moslems and Oriental Christians. 
A movement that was originally planned for 
providing a quiet place of refuge for dis- 
tressed Russian Jews suddenly became a fan- 
tastic political ambition for setting up Jewish 
national rule in the land. Colleges and 
schools for teaching Hebrew were estab- 
lished, Hebrew stamps were secretly issued, 
Hebrew posters were set up in public places 
in various towns, and in various ways the 
inhabitants were made aware that the con- 
quest had been completed, and that they 
must come to terms with their new masters. 
As a mob riot was imminent, and as interna- 
tional complications would follow, seeing 
that most of the Jewish immigrants were 
foreign subjects, the Turkish Government 
has decided that Zionism must be suppressed. 

To receive for himself a kingdom (v. 12). 
The word applies to any landed property 
with rights of possession, and exercise of 
authority over the agricultural serfs living 


| from generation to generation on the estate, 
when he was come back again, having re- | 


Trade ye herewith till I come (v.13). he 
commonest opportunities were those of sup- 





plying grain to the improvident peasants at 
sowing time, advancing money for building 
and marriage festivities, and for caravan en- 
terprise in the transport of stock, produce, 
and manufactures. Orientals in quite humble 
position, such as assistant teachers and do- 
mestic servants, are fascinated by the temp- 
tation of money-lending, and often lose their 
earnings in bad debts and legal prosecutions. 
Such was the apprehension of the servant 
who laid up his talent in a napkin (v, 20), 

We will not that this man reign over 
us (v.14). ‘This would be stated as a quo- 
tation of the identical words of the resolution, 
As Christ did so, he would hold out the open 
palm of one hand before his audience, and 
bring slowly across it from right to left the 
forefinger of the other hand as he pronounced 
the words: ‘* We will not have this man,’’ 
etc, . 

‘Those who did the work in the noble- 
man’s fields received a fourth, half, or three- 
quarters of the yield, according to the amount 
of labor and outlay demanded by the differ- 
ent kinds of tillage. 

The possession of the soil entitled him, 
without supplying the grain, to reap where he 
had not sown, While this relationship of 
labor and capital was a standing cause of 
conflicting interest, there was usually also 
an attitude of austerity and exaction on one 
side and of intrigue and dishonesty on the 
other, 

ALEXANDRIA, EGYPT. 


. 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


IIIS very year one may see in Palestine 
business centers almost exactly like 
those which were called to the minds 

of our Lord’s hearers, when he told the story 
of the successful and unsuccessful business 
agents. One such place is the ‘‘ bazaar’? or 
market place of Jaffa, the Palestine seashore 
town where nearly all American travelers, 
bound for Jerusalem, land from Mediterra- 
nean steam-hips. Our map marks with the 
number 28 the point of a V at Jaffa, The 
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MAP PATENT NO, 656,569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 


point is on the roof of a low building, from 
which we get an unobstructed view of a big, 
sunny square with other buildings along its 
farthest side ; most of the buildings are shabby 
one-story shops, their roofs extended in front 
by awnings to give additional shelter from the 
hot sunshine. In the open space Jaffa towns- 
folk and farmers from outlying villages are 
bargaining with much oriental ceremony for 














the transfer of camels and donkeys, grain and | 


fruits and vegetables, The box-like office of 
a Turkish tax collector rises conspicuously 
above the heads of market men and custom- 
ers; there an agent of the government col- 
lects fees on every sale. The rates are not 
standardized, and some officers entrusted 
with such duties make their service little bet- 
ter than blackmail. It was so with Roman 
tax collectors here nineteen hundred years 
ago (Luke 3: 12, 13). We remember the 
writer of one New Testament book had been 
a tax collector at Capernaum, 

A shabby market-place of this sort sees the 
transaction of a much larger volume of busi- 
ness than we Westerners would at first sup- 
pose possible. Oriental traders (partly 
through fear of exorbitant taxation) are more 
likely to conceal the extent of their operations 
than to proclaim it. In the year 30, just as 


in 1914, some traders could use to advantage 
every available bit of borrowed capital (Matt. 
25 : 27), perhaps in sending a camel caravan 
to Persia for silks, or in forwarding wool and 
grain by ship to Antioch, Corinth or Rome. 
It did take courage as well as knowledge to 
Jesus recog- 


invest money advantageously, 
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nized that. He wanted men to see that cour. 
age is called for when one seeks spiritual 
gain—moreover, that courage is a definite 
part of duty. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘* The bazaar at 
Jaffa on a market-day.”’ 

The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lesson of the 
week, The use of the stereographs will be 
found a most practical help in making the 
lesson places rea/. Forty-eight places are be. 
ing visited during 1914 ; the forty-eight stereo. 
graphs cost $8.00, and, if they are all ordered at 
one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is 
given free. Twelve places will be describeq 
with the lessons of this third quarter ; cost, fo. 
The four for July alone cost 67 cents. 
than four in one order are 20 cents each), Ster. 
eoscopes, 85 cents each. Postage or express 
is prepaid on orders for either stereographs or 
stereoscopes. Lantern slides of the same scenes 
can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents 
each; sepia-tinted, 55 cents: colored, $1.19, 
In orders for twenty-five or more at one time 
prices are: plain sides, 40 cents ; sepia-tinted, 
45 cents ; colored, $1. Address The Sunday 
School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila. 
delphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the gifts that thou hast given 
us to use. Forgive us for letting any of them 
become unproductive for thee. Forgive our 
negligence and folly in the disuse of powers 
that thou hast intended we should devote to thy 
service. ‘leach us, Lord Jesus, to be ever alert 
to opportunity, and not to let precious hours 
drift past into waste and emptiness. May we 
know the joy of full-rounded, abundant obedi- 
ence to thy will for us ; and may we learn faith- 
fulness in the things that seem least to require 
care, as well as in the things that claim much 
time and strength. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—If this whole school 
should be spirited away to a new town, and 
all of us should be set down there among 
strangers, to begin over again where we 
were not known, one of the first things that 
our new neighbors would ask is, ‘* What can 
youdo?’’ And then what a variety of tal- 
ents would be disclosed! I believe from a 
school like this you could develop. almost 
every needed ability to do anything needed 
in any neighborhood. God has bestowed 
wonderful gifts upon such a company as this, 
And if every one of us really had to use even 
one-half the gifts that God has given us to 
use ; if we were put to it as Robinson Crusoe 
was, to apply his knowledge in every way 
he could, how much more we shoulddo! In 
that new town think how we should discover 
as never before what God had intended we 
should do, and do very well indeed ! 

But most of us are to live and work here 
for the present. Are we letting God use our 
gifts to the utmost? Or are we waiting for 
the doing of something startling and stirring? 
If we are just waiting, more or less in dis- 
content, that one gift, perhaps, that God 
wants us to use for him is idle. Now tell 
me,—are we to wait for anything before 
showing faithfulness in the nearest, smallest 





things? No, not for a minute! See, here 
is the truth : 
be ovens eae 
OVER A OVER 
EW THINGS ANY THINGS 


WHAT IS MY HABIT IN THIS? 











Will you let the unused gift begin to be 
used to-day? Who knows what God might 
do in your life and mine if the now idle gifts 
we have were put to his uses ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
54 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve."’ 
‘* Go, labor on ; spend and be spent."’ 
‘* Lord, speak to me, that I may speak."’ 
‘* My soul, be on thy guard.”’ 
‘* So let our lives and lips express."’ 
‘* Take my life, and let it be.”’ 
** Work, tor the night is coming."’ 
‘** Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim.’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs *’) 
Psalin 31 : 19-24 (65 : 1, 2, 4). 
Psalm 116 : 1-12 (235 : 1-3). 
Psalm 90 : 12-17 (183 : 1-3). 
Psalm 50 : 1-6 (104 : 1-3). 
Psalm 37 : 34-40 (79. : 1-4). 
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Department Helps 
Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 








- informal little nature talks will be 
= fn this column for the use of teachers of 
the younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
inthe home. Designed to be used in the mid- 
dle of the opening service in the Sunday- 
school, they should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by a “song that 
fits,” or a word of prayer. The teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
cenditions, and omit, supplement, or adapt 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 


* 30, A Hot Day 


ID I hear somebody call this a ‘*hot 
day’’? Yes, it is; but what does our 
poetry say we are not to do ‘* when 

the weather is warm ’’ ? 


‘* We must not storm, 
But be happy together, 
Whatever the weather."’ 


ook out of the window at the leaves on 
that tree! I hear their singing—do you? 
And they look as though they were playing 
hide and seek—or is it ‘‘tag’’?? I am sure 
they are doing their best to make us ‘* happy 
together, whatever the weather.’’ 

‘Did you know that hot sun is doing some 

of our cooking? If it did not shine good 
and hot on a fuzzy little sour peach it never 
would be fit to eat; if it was not for the sun 
the watermelons never would get red inside 
or the oranges get yellow outside, And it takes 
avery hot sun to make a nut grow good inside 
its thick, thick shell, while it must be warm 
clear down through a lot of dirt to get to the 
peanuts growing in the ground for you and 
me ! 

Suppose your mother said, ‘‘ It is too warm 
to-day to have a fire in the stove to cook the 
dinner, I will just give you some rice and 
potaioes raw ! How would you like that? 

And yet we forget and say ugly things 
about the sun being too hot, when God 
knows it must be hot to make ripe’ food for 
us and:all his other creatures, 

Let us bow our heads and thank him be 
cause it is a hot day! 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON ‘TEACHING. 
be used right, 
Lesson Story.—The crowd that fol- 
lowed Jesus loved a story. One day as they 
journeyed Jesus told them about a noble- 
man, He was rich, and was to journey to a 
far country to receive a kingdom. Before 
he started he gave to each of ten servants 
the same amount of money, about $16.00, to 
trade with while he was away. When he 
was gone the servants planned how to use the 
money to help it grow. 

After a while the nobleman came back and 
called his servants to report, one by one. 
The first one said, ‘*The money which you 
gave me has grown to be ten times as much.’’ 
The nobleman was pleased and said, ‘* Well 
done, thou good servant.’? The second 
Servant reported, ‘*‘ Your money has made 
five times as much.’? The nobleman said, 
“You shall rule over five cities.’”? The next 
Servant was carefully carrying something 
wrapped in a napkin (illustrate as you tell 
this), He stood before the nobleman, un- 
wrapped the cloth, and held up the money, 
saying, ‘‘ llere is the money that you gave to 
me; I didn’t do anything with it, lest I 
might lose it, and then you would scold 
me, 

The nobleman was displeased, and said, 
“Why didn’t you use the money to make 
Some more? I cannot trust you with my 
money. Take it away and let the man use 
it who gained ten pounds,’’ Some one said, 
“Lord, he has ten pounds already.”? The 
nobleman answered, ‘* Unto every one that 
hath: [used my gifts] shall be given more. 
If my servant does not use my gifts, they shall 
be taken away.”’ 

When Jesus finished the story he led the 
People on toward Jerusalem. Some of them 
Must have thought, ‘‘ We are near to the 
great city where David was king.’? When 





God’s gifts should 








a boy David cared well for his father’s sheep. 
He killed a lion and a bear that came to 


steal a lamb. God watched David, and 
knew that a boy who was so faithful about 
caring for sheep could be trusted to care for 
people. David proved this when he fought 
and killed the giant Goliath with his sling- 
shot. Afterward God trusted David to be 
king over his people. ‘* Le that is faithful in 
a very little is faithful alsoin much,”? ‘* Well 
done, good and faithful servant; thou hast 
been faithful over a few things; I will set 
thee over many things.’’ 

After the Story.—God has given to each 
of us just about the same things to use. We 
all have eyes, ears, hands, feet, voices, etc., 
to use in the right way. Would you like to 
report what you do every day with hands, 
feet, voices, etc.? Would God say, ‘* Well 
done, good and faithful servant’’? Sing or 
repeat ; 

‘* I cannot do great things for him 
Who did so much for me, 
But I should like to show my love, 
oP bg unto thee, 
Faithful in very little things, 
O Saviour, may I be.’’ 
(Songs for Little People, 60 cents, Pilgrim Press.) 


Practical Plans.—One time some children 
had a Valentine Bank Party. To each child 
on New Year’s Sunday was given a little 
bank, in which to gather money to care for 
a little girl in India, At the party the banks 
were opened. ‘There was more than enough 
money to care for three children for a whole 
year. Everybody was pleased and _ said, 
** Well done, children,’’ 

An incident might be told of an Easter 
Jug Breaking to build a new church, ora 
Missionary Barrel Social, when little wooden 
barrels were opened and the money counted 
to use, 

Did you ever hear of the One Cent 
Band? To each child was given one cent to 
start with. One boy bought an ear of pop- 
corn, which he popped and sold; another, 
two small newspapers to sell again, One 
girl bought a cup of sugar to make candy; 
another bought an egg to set. In many dif- 
ferent ways they used a penny to start to 
earn more, and they did well. 

This would be a good time to suggest a 
practical plan for each child to invest a 
penny, to help it to earn more for some definite 
object of interest. Each child should have 
a chance to do a part. 

If there is time, a short story might be 
told at this harvest season,—cef the right use 
of the grain to make good bread, and the 
wrong use of grain to let it spoil to make 
strong drink, A similar illustration might 
be made regarding fruits. 

Hand Work.—Draw a cent, and teil how 
you would like to make it grow. (Perhaps 
one cent could be given to each child to in- 
vest for a definite purpose.) 

CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


ESUS, the judge, decides who are good 

servants and gives them reward, 

Take to class manicure scissors, gar- 
den shears, tiny embroidery scissors, and 
ordinary sewing scissors, Develop the idea 
that as each is adapted to certain kinds of 
work, so girls are adapted in God’s plan to 
various kinds of work, Mildred ‘‘ loves ’”’ to 
study; Helen ‘‘hates”’ it, but ‘*loves”’ to 
cook, Can we say that the work of the gar- 
den shears is better than the others’ work ? 
Thus we cannot say that one kind of work 
for the Master is better than another kind. 

But suppose there were half a dozen pairs 
of sewing scissors before us, all apparently 
alike. If you had a particular dress pattern 
to cut, which pair would you choose: Sup- 
pose you knew which was the sharpest pair, 
would it be necessary to try all the others 
first? Note that God follows the same prin- 
ciple: in choosing tools for his work. Jesus 
Christ, the judge of men, knows the best 
tool for that work. It therefore would be 
useless for us to pray that God would use us 
in his work unless we prayed that he would 
make us a usable * tool.’’ 

We know this is true from a parable which 
Jesus told. Read it with the girls, dividing 
it into (1) The Investment (2) The Reward. 

Recall the details of the parable. . Note 
that these servants were given equal amounts, 
(Explain the value of ‘* pound.’’). No man 
had less than ove. Emphasize that in life no 
girl is without one thing to invest for Christ. 
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God has given to each of us twenty-four 
hours each day to be invested for him, No 
one receives more, no one less. Yet at the 
end of a single day, how different are the 
amounts of gain we bring to the Master, 
Some come with arms laden with loving 
deeds, and hearts brimming with kind 
thoughts, and some are so empty handed. 
Are we investing our God-given powers to 
bring joy to Christ? Watch next week your 
investment of time and intellect and will. 

3. The Reward.—Let the girls see that 
the gain was due to the individual effort. 
They themselves were masters of their fate ; 
they could not therefore complain of the re- 
sult. Note the reward of each man. Ex- 
plain why the one to rule over ten cities was 
pest fitted for the task, Memorize Matthew 
25:21. 

Jesus the judge rewards faithfulness in 
smallest tasks done for him, 

Emphasize the fact that extra work is 
God’s approval, and that approval is based on 
faithfulness, low is a girl faithful in pre- 
paring lessons? in dusting a room? in work 
in a hosiery mill ? 

Recall how Washington’s efficiency in the 
French and Indian War brought command 
of the Colonial forces in the Revolution. 
Recall how President Wilson served a col- 
lege and a state before called on to serve a 
nation, Is greater work the only reward 
Jesus gives? 

Have you ever been allowed to do some 
work because of faithfully performing a lesser 
task? What work can we do more faithfully 
this week? Keep ‘faithfulness’? for a 
thought word all week, Let the girls learn: 


‘* Faithful in that which is the least, 
Dear Master, I would be ; 
Thus making all my daily life 
‘The thing that pleaseth thee." 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read the four accounts of Christ’s tri- 
umphal entry into Jerusalem, 

Mark I1 : 1-18, \Underline **The Lord 
hath need of him.’’ 

Matthew 21: I-II. 
might be fulfilled.’’ 

Luke 19 : 19-44. 

John 12 ; 12-19, 

Note what new details are furnished by 
each account. Look in dictionary for the 
meaning of hosanna, 

Why did the crowd follow Jesus? (John 
11; 1-46 and 11: §5 to 12: 11. 

What was the prophecy that was fulfilled ? 
(Isa. 62 : 11; Zech. 9 : 9.) 

Why should we rejoice when King Jesus 
comes to us? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Underline ** That it 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


‘6 HAT is a capitalist ?’’ was the first 
question teacher asked on last 
Sunday’s lesson, 

‘*A man who lives off what other people 
make,’’ answered Skinny, But teacher ex- 
plained that it was any man who has money 
that he invests in a way that brings in a re- 
turn, whether it is from farm, factory, store, 
or railroad, and that in a broader sense every 
man and every boy is a capitalist. 

‘*I don’t see how,’’ grumbled Bumps. 
‘*T haven’t got a cent only the nickel I put 
in the collection, and I haven’t got that 
now.’’ 

‘*You’ll see as we get into the lesson,” 
answered teacher, ‘*‘ First let’s have the story 
we are studying about.’’ 

** Was it a true story?’ asks Carl. 

‘*True in its general principles,’’ said 
teacher, ‘* but made up in its little details, so 
as to teach a lesson. It is one of the para- 
bles that Jesus told on this last journey to 
Jerusalem,”’ 

Carl told the story in his own words, how 
one time a rich fellow was going away on a 
long journey, and before he went he gave 
each of his servants some money and told 
them to trade with it while he was gone so as 
to make him as much profit as they could. 
After a long time he got home again and 
called for their reports, One fellow had been 
lucky and made ten times as much as he had 
at first. Another had gained five times what 
he started with. But one lazy fellow hadn’t 
tried. He just kept the money and didn’t 
even put it in the bank to draw interest, but 
wrapped it up and hid it on the shelf where 
it didn’t do any good.to anybody. When his 
master found it out he scolded him Jike every- 





thing, then took-the money away from him 
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and gave it to the one that had done the 
best. 

Teacher asked a lot of questions to be sure 
we understood it all, He brought out that 
Jesus was still at Jericho, about eighteen 
miles from Jerusalem; that a pound was 
nearly seventeen dollars in our money ; and 
that they were probably expected to buy and 
sell in the public market to make their profit. 

The stereoscopic picture was a photograph 
of such a market the way it looks now.1 it 
looked more like a county fair than anything 
else and I guess you could make lots of 
money there, all right, if you had a lemonade 
stand, or something like that. 

Next we had to tell what each part of the 
parable stood for, We agreed that the noble- 
man represented Christ, the far country was 
heaven, and we are the servants; and teacher 
put that much on the board, But we couldn’t 
agree what the pounds stood for. Bumps 
thought it meant our money, Skinny de- 
clared it must be our abilities and powers. 
Fred stood up for the opportunities we have, 
and I thought it meant our influence. After 
we discussed it a while teacher said it was 
probably all of these, Each man’s pound is 
his life with all that it contains of powers and 
opportunities. The main question is whether 
we shall do something worth while in life, 
and so have a profit to lay at the Master’s 
feet, or whether we shall just live along the 
selfish way and have nothing worth while to 
show at the end of life. 

We talked about the best ways to invest 
our lives: preaching, being a missionary, so- 
cial settlement work, Y. M. C, A. teaching, 
doctoring, being a lawyer, store keeper, rail- 
road man, and alot more. Teacher said it 
didn’t mean we should all take up the same 
line of work, for God would probably call 
some to one thing and some to another, The 
question is what spirit we carry into our 
work; whether for self or for service. He 
thinks gospel work gives the best chance to 
increase our pound, but says many men in 
other callings are gaining a thousand per cent 
profit in life. 

He told about a foreman in a factory that 
he knows who is supporting his.old father 
and mother, giving his children a Christian 
home and an education, superintending a 
mission Sunday-school every Sunday, besides 
doing his regular work just as faithfully as 
he can. He thinks that man will surely be 
able to show ten pounds at the end of life. 

‘*Sim Black won’t have any extra pounds 
to show when Christ comes,’’ spoke up Bull- 
dog Jones scornfully,’’ ’cause he’s lazy.’’ 

‘* Vet there’s nothing bad about Sim,’’ an- 
swered teacher. ‘‘He doesn’t drink nor 
steal. He just does nothing, like the man 
in the parable.’’ 

‘* How soon after receiving their capital do 
you suppose these servants began investing 
it?’’ was the next question, 

‘* Right away, I guess,’’ spoke up Carl. 

Then teacher said that is the way we 
ought todo. ‘*A boy makes a bad mistake 
who thinks he will just idle through boyhood, 
living for self, and then begin doing some- 
thing worth while when he gets to be a 
man,’’ he explained, ‘‘and I’m proud of you 
boys who are already investing your pounds 
and getting good returns, and if you keep on 
you will get bigger and bigger profits for the 

Master. Always remember that you: are 
capitalists in his service.’’ 

‘Teacher said next lesson is about a big 
parade in the city, and how a lot of boys ran 
along and hollered, Skinny has to look up 
where Bethany was; Bumps is to tell what 
happened between the lessons; Carl’s part 
is to find out all hecan about the colt ; Fred’s 
question is about the purpose of this proces- 
sien ; Bulldog is to find out what part boys 
had in it; Bert has to tell what the Jews 
thought about it; and I am to look up where 
these things were prophesied long before. 





Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 


. What is a capitalist ? 

. Tell the story in your own words. 

Was it a true story? 

. Where was Jesus at this time ? 

How far was Jericho from Jerusalem ? 
How much was a pound? 

Where could they invest their money ? 
(Illustrate by showing stereoscopic picture). 
Who does the nobleman in the story stand 
tor ? 

9. What is the far country to which he went ? 
10. Who are the servants? 

11. What is your pound? 

(Illustrate by writing on the board each item 
and what it stands for). 


2 YOrsePe 





1 See “‘ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 430 in 





this issue. 
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Point L—The pound is our life; the point is 
how we invest it. 
12, What are some of the callings in which men 
invest their lives. 
Point Il1.— We can gain profit wherever God 
puts us. 
(Illustrate by story of foreman). 
Point I1I.—One need not do wrong in order 
to fail but just do nothing worth while. 
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13. How soon after receiving the pounds. do you 
suppose these servants began investing 
them ? 


Point 1V.—Even boys can invest their lives 
Sor Christ. 


Announce next lesson as a parade and give 
each pupil one of the above questions to 
look up. 


West TERRE Haute, IND. 





THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 


Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





The Need of Faithfulness 


MMEDIATELY after the words addressed 
to Zacchzus (Luke 19:9, 10) Christ 
added the parable of the pounds (Luke 

19 : 11-27), and thus there is a close connec- 
tion between the twoincidents, And although 
the parable of the talents (Matt. 25 : 14-30) 
is associated with this lesson, it is‘ perhaps 
necessary to pay special attention to the for- 
mer parable because of its historical and 
chronological connection with what precedes 
and follows in the life of Christ. And at the 
same time it is important to consider the re- 
lation of the two parables which are in sev- 
eval respects much alike. See Stevens and 
liurton, ‘* Harmony of the Gospels ’’ (Sec- 
tion 117; Scribners, $1); Riddle’s ‘* Out- 
line Harmony of the Gospels’’ (Section 112 ; 
‘The Sunday School Times Co., 10 cents and 
25 cents); Croscup’s ‘* Historical Charts’’ 
(Section 129; The Sunday School Times 
Co., $1); Stirling’s **Atlas of the Life of 
Christ ’’ (p. 23, No. 12; Revell, 40 cents) ; 
Vollmer’s ** Modern Student's Life of Christ’’ 
(p. 208; Revell, $1). 

It is impossible to enter into elaborate 
detail on the subject of the two parables, but 
the following may be regarded as the outline 
of the argument in support of the clear dis- 
tinction of the two, (1.) There is a decided 
difference of place and time. (2.) There is 
a difference between the people addressed, 
the former being a mixed company in. public, 
the latter the disciples in private. (3.) The 
parables themselves have several noteworthy 
differences, each of which must be studied 
to be properly appreciated. (4.) The para- 
ble of the pounds has one feature which does 
not appear in the talents, referring to the 
conduct of the fellow-citizens of the noble- 
man, This alone should prevent any con- 
fusion between the two passages, for the 
purposes are almost entirely different. Those 
who wish to study the problem more fully 
should consult Plummer on “St, Luke”’ 
(p. 437; Scribners, $3). 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read verses 11, 12, Jesus 
Christ was nearing Jerusalem in company 
with the crowds going to the passover. His 
cures and claims were a universal topic of 
conversation, and his fame had led to intense 
opposition on the part of the Pharisees. ‘The 
air was full of unrest. The crowds were en- 
thusiastic in the hope that the kingdom of 
God: would appear. ‘The Pharisees were 
suspicious and hostile, Christ’s treatment 
of Zaccheeus had intensified their opposition, 
for he had not only spoken kindly to the 
outcast and despised publican, but had actu- 
ally accepted his hospitality. Christ justified 
himself by saying that Zacchzeus was just the 
sort of man he had come tosave. The para- 
ble immediately follows, with the purpose of 
showing the people that the kingdom of God 
was not immediately to appear, thereby re- 
minding the people that they were not ready 
for that divine manifestation, ‘The kingdom 
could not be immediately set up with such 
leaders as they possessed. There must be a 
preparation first which would be proved, not 
by formalism or adherence to privileges, but 
by a genuine faithfulness. For the excite- 
ment of the multitude see 14: 25; 18: 36; 
19: 1-3. It is quite likely that Christ used 
a historical incident, for Archelaus, the son 
of Herod, who had a palace at Jericho, went 
to Rome after his father’s death on an em- 
bassy to Augustus. 

Tuesday.-—Read verses 13, 14. The lord 
summons ten of his bondservants, and gives 
to each about twenty dollars, with the in- 


junction to do business therewith until his | 


return. 


carefully distinguished from the slaves) re- 
belled and determined not to let this man 





rule over them, Perhaps the slaves are in- 
tended to represent the disciples and the 
citizens the Jews. 

Wednesday.—Read verses 15-19. In this 
section the servants are seen to develop their 
equal endowments unequally, and so are 
unequally rewarded, the reward being ac- 
cording to the precise degree of faithfulness, 
It is noteworthy that the man who made ten 
pounds more was given a word of praise and 
authority over ten cities; the man who made 
five pounds was given no praise, but only 
authority over five cities, 

Thursday.—Read verses 20-23. At this 
point the unfaithful servant is depicted, with 
his rebuke and punishment. ‘The master 
uses an argument based upon the man’s own 
admissions, that in any case he ought not to 
have laid up the pound, but to put it out 
where it could have obtained interest. It is 
worth while observing here that the pro- 
verbial expression about talents buried in a 
napkin is incorrect, for the talent was buried 
in the earth, since the size and weight would 
have made it impossible to tie it up in a nap- 
kin, though the pound was easily so laid up. 

Friday.—Read verses 24-26. Here we 
see the profound principle emphasized by 
Christ of absolute faithfulness, and the cer- 
tainty that those who are faithful will receive 
still more. The great principle of verse 26 
is more than once emphasized: by Christ 
(Matt. 13:12; Luke 8:18). One of the 
finest treatments is. in Latham’s ‘* Pastor 
Pastorum ”’ (Macmillan, $2.50), which should 
be carefully studied. 

Saturday.—Read verse 27. This takes up 
the question of the citizens of verse 14, and 
shows by their doom that even the most un- 
faithful servant is better off than those who 
have renounced the rule of the Lord. The 
very cities over which they might have ruled 
are given .o the humble servants who have 
shown faithfulness in service. ‘Thus Christ 
teaches that he was going to receive his 
kingdom, that as his fellow-citizens the Jews 
had shown no sympathy with him he had 
bestowed his trusts upon the disciples, and 
at his coming he would admit to the kingdom 
those who had been faithful. All this was a 
terrible rebuke to the Pharisees, and at the 
same time a definite correction of the misun- 
derstanding of the multitude. It showed 
that character beyond all else was the one 
test of admission to the kingdom, since it 
was a kingdom of righteousness. It is im- 
portant to pay attention to this feature of the 
parable because it deals with the attitude of 
the Jews as well as the need of faithfulness 
among the disciples, It is also in complete 
harmony with the attitude of Christ to the 
Jews at this period, and agrees with John 
6-11, and with parables like the wicked hus- 
bandmen at the marriage supper (lessons for 
August 16 and 23). 

Sunday.—Now it is necessary to compare 
and contrast the parable of the talents (Matt. 
25 : 14-30). The circumstances are entirely 
changed. Christ has already entered Jeru- 
salem, and is privately teaching his disciples. 
In response to their inquiry, he tells them of 
the great future and adds two parables, em- 
phasizing the attitude of true disciples; the 
first negatively in the parable of the ten vir- 
gins (lesson for September 13), and then 
positively in the parable of the talents. In 
the former he shows that the great necessity 
is readiness, and in the latter the duty of 
faithfulness. We must not only wait but 
work, so that the parable of the talents was 
to prepare the disciples for the future. The 
master gave all his goods into the hands of his 
servants, not merely, as in the pounds, one and 
the same amount to each; and since faithful- 





But the citizens of the lord (to be | ness, not large increase, was the requirement, 
| any one could attain this because ‘‘he gave 


to every man according to his ability.’’ 





Three special points seem to stand out in 
this latter parabie ; (1.) ‘l'alents are entrusted. 
Each man receives neither more nor less than 
his master considers he can use. All that 
had to be done was to allow the talents to 
fulfil their own law of increase, and the re- 
sult would be success, (2.) Faithfulness is 
rewarded, The master gave a word of com- 
mendation, then gave them a commission to 
wider tasks, and then invites them to the 
satisfaction of entering into their lord’s joy. 
(3.) Neglect is punished. The timidity and 
suspicion of the servant are shown to be 


' really due to slothfulness, disobedience, and 


wilful persistence, and he is described as 
*¢ unprofitable, ”’ 


Questions for Further Study 


1. The special difference between the 
servants in the two parables is that in the 
pounds each man starts level with the gift of 
their master, while in the talents the master 
bestows what he feels each man can really 
use, and so there are differences. This is 
capable of spiritual application, In regard 
to divine grace, the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
we all start level, as in the parable of the 
pounds, and each one can be equally faithful 
with what has been given. But in regard to 
natural powers we start unequally, some 
having greater and others lesser abilities, 
But the encouragement is that if only we are 
proportionately faithful, the reward will be 
in like proportion, The man with five tal- 
ents who made five more was given exactly 
the same word of praise as the man with two 
talents who made four. In both cases, 
though from different points of view, the call 
is to fidelity. The prizes of heaven are 
equally open to all, and God is no respecter 
of persons, So that the parable of the 
pounds teaches faithfulness with equal spirit- 
ual grace, and the parable of the talents 
faithfulness according to different natural 
gifts. 

2. The solemn lesson of neglect is seen 
here. The man in each parable did not 
abuse his gift, but simply omitted to use it, 
thus showing that non-use involves serious 
consequences. Itis a great mistake to think 
that wilful sin is the only thing that shuts out 
from the kingdom. The New Testament is 
very emphatic on the danger of neglect. 
**How shall we escape if: we neglect?’’ 
(Heb. 2:3.) Some one has forcibly re- 
marked, ‘‘ What must I do to be lost? Noth- 
ing.’? This is solemnly true, for we have 
only to neglect, to find ourselves in the same 
plight as those who deliberately reject. 

3- Both parables are full of great encour- 
agement for the ‘‘average man,.’’ Dr, H. 
Clay Trumbull has a helpful word on ‘* The 
Duty of Being One’s Self’’ in ‘* Ourselves 
and Others’? (p. 19; The Sunday School 
Times Co., 50 cents). Itis a great tempta- 
tion to underrate as well as to overrate our 
abilities, and we must never fail to insist 
upon the duty of faithfulness whether our 
powers are great or small, 


4. These two parables are, of course, the 
subject of careful treatment in the leading 
books already referred to in these lessons. 
Trench, ‘*Notes on the Parables of Our 
Lord’’ (Revell, $1); Bruce, ‘*The Para- 
bolic Teaching of Christ’? (Doran, $1.10) ; 
W. M. Taylor, ‘* The Parables of Our Sav- 
iour’’ (Doran, 60 cents); Habershon, ‘*A 
Study of the Parables ’’ (C. C. Cook, $1.50). 


WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, TORONTO. 





[ Children at Home 





How the Sea Looked to Them 
By Helen M. Richardson 


HE children were going to the beach, 

Not two or three, but hundreds of them. 

They were going to make the trip in 

automobiles ; and for most of them this would 

be the first trip in one of those wonderful, 
swiftly speeding machines, 

Donald Mac Math lay awake for hours, 
with his crutches on the bed beside him, and 
most of his clothes on, for fear that he might 
oversleep. And Leo Stevens insisted upon 
taking his rest in a chair with his knee in a 
strap, lest his mother might not have time to 
adjust it properly in the morning. 

Katrina Graveson spent the night in a 
chair, also, with the torturing strap beneath 
her chin, so that she might be ready at a 
moment’s notice when she should hear the 
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chug, chug of the automobile at her door 
And little Silvy Matherson almost worked 
herself into a fever because her mother 
wouldn’t let her go to bed all dressed ready 
for the trip. 

The eleventh of June dawned clear and 
cloudless ; with just enough wind to blow 
the great waves in upon the beach, which 
low tide stretched almost a quarter of a mile 
of clean, smooth sand before it reached the 
sea, 

Crippled children have eyes and ears, even 
though they have not the free use of their 
limbs ; and it was a joyous, happy group that 
crowded into the automobiles on that glorious 
June morning and sped through the sweet 
flower-scented country down to the sweet. 
smelling sea. 

Donald Mac Math and Leo Stevens hag 
seats together in the same car ; and Donald’s 
eyes shone like stars, as in an awed Whisper 
he attracted Leo’s attention to a robin by the 
roadside that flew into the air at the approach 
of the noisy touring-car, 

**Mightn’t it be a small hen ?’’ he whispered 
in Leo’s ear, 

Leo, who for a short time had lived in the 
country, assured Donald that it was not a hep 
but some sort of bird, which to Donald was 
just as wonderful. 

In the car behind Leo and Donald, Silvy 
Matherson and Katrina Graveson screamed 
with delight at every buttercup and daisy 
they saw by the roadside and lost sight of 
one only to spy another. 

That was a wonderful trip tothe sea, As 
they drew near it and heard the waves boom. 
ing upon the beach, eyes sparkled and cheeks 
that never before had shown a tint of red 
glowed with almost a rosy hue of health, 
And when the automobiles at last lined up 
on the beach, where the breakers were toss. 
ing their white spray, Leo forgot his strapped 
knee and with a shriek of delight sprang 
erect upon one foot and clapped his wasted 
hands in a delight he had never known be. 
fore. And Katrina entirely forgot the strap 
in which her chin rested, and gave a quiver- 
ing sigh of joy which was echoed by Silvy, 
whose withered arm hung limply at her side, 

But the most thrilling experience of all 
was when these crippled children were al- 
lowed to step on the clean white sand and 
walk out towards the great foam-covered 
waves that came rushing tomeet them. And 
as the waves slipped slowly back into the sea, 
eager hands reached out as through to stay 
them. 

**See the foot I’ve made! ’’ screamed 
Silvy, as she viewed the imprint of her own 
little foot in the wet sand. 

Those who could had been allowed to take 
off their shoes and stockings, and many of the 
younger ones were provided with little pails 
and shovels, and were eagerly filling the pails 
with the white, gleaming sand, 

‘*¢]’ve found a shell! I’ve found a shelft" 
cried Donald, waving a crutch high in the air. 

**So have I!’’ ** So have I!’’ * So have 
I!’’ chorused voices all along the beach. 

The children could hardly stop for the 
tempting lunch that had been prepared for 
them ata pavilion farther up on the beach. 
And many of them left the food almost un- 
tasted, others took a doughnut or asandwich 
in their hand, to wander back upon that fasei- 
nating sand floor upon which there was always 
something new and strange that the waves 
were continually bringing in. 

It was like a visit toa foreign land to these 
unfortunate little ones from the hot, noisy 
city, many of whom had never before been 
beyond the narrow alleys they called home; 
and when the time came for them to leave it 
all there were many wistful backward glances. 

But the happy light came back to the pale 
faces that the sun had kissed to brown and 
red when the children were told that it was 
very likely the trip would be repeated an- 
other summer. 

Shells and stones and long pieces of sea- 
weed were carefully hoarded in hands and 
pockets, caps and handkerchiefs ; while-nearly 
every child grasped a wooden pail filled with 
the white sand in which it had reveled all 
that long, happy, never to be forgotten day. 

At sundown the automobiles that had 
been generously loaned for the day left hun- 
dreds of tired, happy children in dark, dirty 
alleys and streets where no sunshine evel 
found its way. They left not only the chil- 
dren, but with them a bit of sunshine, 4 
smell of the sea and a memory of its wonders 
never to be forgotten. And when we speak 
of the crippled children’s outing, this is what 
we mean. 


WALTHAM, Mass. 
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Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


her-Training Superintendent of the 
Tee cnnsyivania tate Sabbath School 
Association. 


How shall I secure definite information re- 
garding teacher-training work and to or- 
ganize and conduct a training class? 

HE Sunday-school Board of your de- 
nomination has printed information that 
it will gladly send you about the 

teacher-training department. Your State 
Sunday School Association will also send 

u circulars of information naming all the 
approved text-books and giving instructions 
for the conduct of a class. 





Ours is a town of eight hundred people, and 
there are fivechurches. Do you think we could 
organize a teacher-training class of sufficient 
size to make ita success? I have heard thatin 
a near-by city they have aclass of fifty people. 
Would it be better for our five churches to 
unite and form a large union class ? 

T MAY encourage you to know that many 
| of the most successful teacher-training 

classes number only three or four people, 
Two people may make a successful class. 

Very large teacher-training classes are not 
desirable. ‘There is inspiration in numbers, 
and from that standpoint it might seem that 
the big class is needed; but ordinarily five 
small classes of from five to ten people in 
each will bring better results than one large 
class of fifty people. The enthusiasm of 
numbers does not make up for the lack of 
hand-to-hand work and actual teaching. 

There is also a very great advantage in 
having every school train its own teachers 


‘rather than in committing that work to a 


large union class, It may be said, however, 
that a union class often serves to advertise 
the work and pave the way for teacher-train- 


‘ing classes in the individual schools. 





In planning to organize a teacher-training 
class. to meet at the Sunday-school hour, we face 
some difficulties that we do not know how to 
overcome. One difficulty is the reluctance of 
our young people to leave the pleasant associa- 
tions of the Classes with which they are con- 
mected. Another is the unwillingness of teach- 
ers to have us take their scholars, ‘Tell us what 
to do. 

DO not wonder that scholars in a well 
conducted school should be strongly at- 
tached to their present class associations, 

If you find it difficult to effect a complete sepa- 
ration, permit the scholars to continue as 
members of their classes. Let their names 
remain on the record; have their attendance 
marked as members of the class ; have them 
meet with these classes for the opening ex- 
ercises of the school, and on all special oc- 
casions, and have them participate in social 
features and general class activities. They 
could withdraw from the class to meet with 
the training class teacher only for the lesson 
period. This method is used with success in 
some schools. 

_ This plan would also meet in part the ob- 
jections of the teachers of the classes. They 
would feel that their scholars were not en- 
tirely lost to them, and would have large op- 
portunities of helping their lives. It would 
also help if you would show the teachers how 
much the training course would mean for the 
future usefulness of their scholars, 





I would like to ask your advice about a study 
for next fall. Four of us teachers have 
been taking up the teacher-training course by 
usselman, and expect to finish the course very 
soon. This is the introductory book. What 
would you advise for further study along that 
line? We have been wondering whether to 
take the advanced teacher-training course or 
& correspondence course from the Moody Bible 
Institute. Some think the latter might be bet- 
ter. We want to become the very best we can 
for the glory of God.—W. L. S. 


|" IS most encouraging that your students 

desire a more thorough training than can 
be secured through the introductory 
Studies. 

The Moody Bible Institute Correspondence 
Course provides an excellent training in gen- 
eral Bible knowledge, and is a good prepar- 
ation for Christian service. 

As you are now finishing the first Standard 
Baptist Teacher Training Course edited by 








Mr. Musselman, you would probably receive 
the largest benefit by following this with the 
Baptist Advanced Teacher ‘l'raining Course. 
This is a standard series of lessons covering 
the subjects needed by a well furnished Sun- 
day-sthool teacher. In taking this course 
your students will have the incentive of the 
official examination provided by your denom- 
ination or your Provincial Sunday School As- 
sociation, and will be encouraged by the offer 
of the International Advanced diploma at the 
end of the course. 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


Secretary of the Home-Visitation Committee 
of the Illinois Sunday School Association 


What can be done for a Home Department 
member who removes to another state? 
ON-RESIDENT members should be 
under the care of a Correspondence 
Visitor, Supplies are sent by mail, 
and letters take the place of quarterly visits. 
In this way members can be retained until 
they join another school. This plan has 
proved to be a blessing to persons removing 
to localities distant from churches, 





What 
Class ? 
N a department with several Visitors the 
plan of having them meet the Home 
Department superintendent weekly dur- 
ing the Sunday-school hour seems desirable. 
This would afford frequent opportunity to 
talk over the work. ‘The discussion of the 
work, hawever, should be so planned as to 
leave time enough for lesson study also, This 
new suggestion will no doubt appeal to somé 
of the larger departments, 


is a Home Department Visitors’ 





From whom should the organization of a 
Home. Department. emanate,—that is, who 
should start this work in a school? 

SUALLY the pastor or the superinten- 
dent takes the first step toward orga- 
nizing a Home Department in the 

Sunday-school; but if for any reason those 
in charge of a school do not take the initia- 
tive, any responsible member who has a con- 
viction as to the work of this department 
may undertake it, after conference with the 
pastor and the superintendent. 


Please state briefly just what is expected of 
a member of the Home Department. 

O STUDY every lesson, and to mark the 
fact on the record envelope. (If a 
lesson is missed it should be taken up 

later.) 

2. To have the envelope marked and ready 
for the Visitor at the end of the quarter. 

3. It is desirable, but not required, that 
each member place an offering in the en- 
velope and mark the amount. 

Grade ‘‘A’’ members, in addition to study- 
ing the Sunday-school Jesson at least half an 
hour each week, have worship daily with the 
members of their families; this grade also 
includes those who, not having families, 
have worship privately. 





We have little to show for our Home De- 
artment efforts. Some members are quite 
indifferent, even taking the quarterly with an 
air of conferring a favor on the visitor. Under 
the circumstances, does it pay to do this work? 

T is not a question as to whether or not 

the work ‘‘pays,’? but as to whether 

God wants the effort made to extend 
systematic Bible study. There can be but 
one answer. Many Sunday-school teachers 
could say, ‘*I have little to show for my 
work,’’? Many Christian workers see little 
of tangible results.’ ‘* Be faithful,’’ is the 
command, not ** Be successful.’?” A Home 
Department member receives a quarterly in- 
differently, tosses it carelessly upon a table ; 
a boarder picks it up, becomes interested, 
goes to Sunday-school, unites with the 
church, and becomes a worker. Similar in- 
stances are not rare. You never can tell 
what results may be. .If only one member 
of your department is helped, the work is 
worth the effort. The probabilities are that 
a number are helped by the study and the 
visits. However, if a visitor can encourage 
even one fainting heart, or ‘* woo a smile ”’ 


to even one ‘‘ tear-stained cheek,’’ the work 
is worth while. 


% 
Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


ILLINOIS.—My class consists of workmen, 
and I am one of that class. I lecture or explain 
up to a point I have in mind, then I hand it to 
the men. Some discuss, some ask questions. 
We have an interesting time. Such questions 
as these were asked last Sunday: How shall I 
rebuke my brother? Suppose | find I am wrong, 
what shall I do? 

We have a monthly meeting to determine 
how to increase mem ip, attendance, 
interest in lessons, etc. Can you give us any 
help ?—G. W. L. 

OUR letter reveals clearly that the men 
in your class like to have a part in the 
lesson discussion, There are some 

very successful classes which are conducted 
wholly on the lecture method, but I think 
your plan of introducing the lesson by the 
lecture method, and then throwing it open 
for discussion is very commendable. The 
men like to discuss questions related to prac- 
tical life. This is clearly shown by the char- 
acter of the questions which you quote from 
your men, The more questions you can 
introduce on the practical problems of life, 
and the more help you can get from the 
Scriptures in the solution of those problems, 
the more interesting your lesson discussion 
will be. 

The best method of increasing the class 
membership is to have your membership 
committee organize and conduct a systematic 
campaign for new members. ‘*Men for 
men ’’ is the slogan that has won success in 
every part of the continent. Every man in 
your class has an influence on at least one 
other man, and therefore the men in the 
class can bring new members more easily 
than can the teacher or any one officer. 


ILLINOIS. —Our Sunday-school has grown to 
considerable size, with an enrolment of 1463, 
comprising eleven departments, with a number 
of organized classes, some of the classes hav- 
ing as many as 140 or 50 members, You have 
no doubt in your experience and observation 
had occasion to consider the financial problem 
that confronts a school of this size, with so many 
departments and large organized classes, that 
is, how to take care of the finances and 
social features of the various departments and 
organized classes. Some of our departments 
or classes are retaining from one-fourth to one- 
half of their collections for their class or de- 
partment use, and it has come to a point where 
we must work out some general line of policy 
to cover this situation. May I ask if you have 
worked out a plan that you believe can be suc- 
cessfully adopted ?—I. W. G. 

ACH adult class should have funds for 
its own work. The adult class main- 
tains a relationship to the Sunday- 

school somewhat similar to that which a man 
has to his home, whether he is a husband 
and father or just a son and big brother. Of 
course, he has his own funds, It would, 
however, be sad and very wrong if he should 
spend all his money on himself, and neglect 
the other members of his family. Likewise, 
it is most unfortunate when an adult class 
fails to lead in the financial support of the 
Sunday-school, In caring for this matter 
three plans seem to be most generally preva- 
lent : 

1. The class to subscribe a definite amount 
to the support of the Sunday-school to be 
paid weekly, this amount to be agreed upon 
by the class officers and the school at the be- 
ginning of each school fiscal year, and the 
balance of the funds of the class to be used 
for its own purposes. 

2. The class to give a definite proportion 
of its receipts to the school, and use the bal- 
ance for its own enterprises. 

3. The class to give Sunday offerings to 
the school treasury, and secure its own spe- 
cial funds by monthly dues or subscriptions. 

In adjusting the social life and other mid- 
week activities in a school where there are a 
number of classes, some sort of an organiza- 
tion for the adult classes is necessary, For 
the adult division the suggestion has been 
made that there be organized an adult divi- 





sion cabinet, composed of the pastor of the 


church, the superintendent of the Sunday- 
school, the adult division superintendent, 
and the teachers and presidents of all adult 
classes. Such a cabinet could meet as fre- 
quently as necessary, and arrange a schedule 
of social life and other mid-week activities, 
Such a cabinet will also find it very helpful 
to have conferences on the methods and 
plans of adult class work, A similar plan 
of organization for the Senior and Interme- 
diate departments, or the boys’ and girls’ de- 
partments, would help to introduce good 
team work among the organized classes of 
the secondary division. 





WEST VIRGINIA.—I have the Men's Bible 
Class in one of our Sunday-schools here, and 
would appreciate it if you could give me any 
suggestions as to making lessons more 
in ting for my class, in the way of maps or 
something of that kind. Our class period is 
very short, on account of which we cannot go 
into anything very elaborate.—J. A. F. 

AKE the lessons very practical. Men 
are meeting difficult ethical problems 
every day. They are continually 

tempted to do what they know to be wrong, 
and are sometimes puzzled to know what is 
wrong. Study your men until you know in- 
timately their home and business life. Then 
study the lessons with the prayer to find in 
them the truths that will help the men to be 
truer, stronger and better. 

2. Encourage lesson discussion, The men 
may seem to be backward, and sometimes 
they really are; but nothing so begets in- 
terest or is more indicative of interest than 
active participation in the lesson discussion, 
In this discussion avoid the merely specula- 
tive, and hold steadily to the practical. 

3. As to appliances, a good blackboard 
will help. It can be used in various helpful 
ways. The lesson title and Scripture ref- 
erence can be placed upon it in advance, If 
you use other Scripture references, they can 
be placed on the blackboard also. An out- 
line of the lesson placed on the blackboard 
as you proceed will help. This should not 
be elaborate. One of the best maps for 
adult class use is Stout’s Map of Palestine, 
which can be had from the Meigs Publishing 
Co., Indianapolis, Ind. (50 cents and $1). 


% 


For Those Doing Graded Work 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


OHIO.—Next winter we want to do some- 
thing in a definite way for the parents con- 
nected with our Sunday-school. We have the 
average middle class of people, and a school of 
about four hundred. We want to be ready in 
October when we start the new year of the 
Graded Lessons, and as superintendent I am 
wondering what steps we can take in the mean- 
time. 

ROBABLY the first thing to do is to ap- 
point a committee of investigation. As 
you are using the Graded Lessons, 

doubtless your school is departmentalized, 
and I would suggest that you place upon this 
committee the heads of your different de- 
partments, In addition, select one or two 
people who are representative of the parents 
and who are not now connected with the 
school, The purpose of this committee 
should be to study the problem as it relates 
to your own school, and to decide upon a 
definite plan for the coming winter, even 
though the plans are modified the next year 
because of your experience. 

There are two distinct lines of organiza- 
tion ; 

1. The first plan is to organize the parents 
entirely apart from the Sunday-school (al- 
though they may be members of the school), 
and let all the suggestions, plans, and ar- 
rangements originate with the parents them- 
selves ; to let it be an association of parents 
for their own advancement and for co-opera- 
tion with the school. Where this plan is 
followed, the superintendent of the school 
and some of the officers should, of course, 
be recognized in the executive committee 
board governing the parents’ association, in 
order that as close a correlation as possible 
may be made between the work in the par- 
ents’ meeting and that of the school, This 
type of organization presents many possibil- 
ities in that the latent talent of the congre- 





gation has an opportunity to be developed 
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THREE GOLDEN OPPORTUNITIES 
for Readers of The Sunday School Times 








The World’s Eighth 
Sunday School Convention 
Tokyo, Japan, October, 1916 


Thirty-nine persons in The Sunday School 
Times party, from eighteen states, and six 
provinces of Canada, paid a part or ‘the 
whole of the expense of a round-trip 
ticket to the World’s Seventh Sunday 
School Convention in Zurich, Switzerland, 
last June, under the terms of our ‘' Zurich 
plan.” 

Tokyo, Japan, will welcome the next 
World's Convention, in 1916. Many of our 
readers will share in the remarkable ex- 
perience which the tour and convention 
will offer to the Sunday-school workers of 
the world. You can go without the prob- 
lem of money cost being a barrier if 
you are thoroughly in earnest about the 
matter. More than a hundred persons have 
already begun to work, and are meeting 
with encouraging success under the terms 
of our ‘‘ Tokyo Expense Plan.” 

Won't you decide to join the party ? 








Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition 
San Francisco, California 


February 20 to December 4, 1915 


A most significant feature of the Panama- 
Pacific Exposition next year to readers of 
The Sunday School Times will be the 
large place given to Christian activities, 
and the exhibits of various agencies for 
supplying the needs of the Church, A 
‘* Committee of 100” has been appointed to 
arrange for this important work. 

You need not be troubled about the ex- 
pense of the trip, for with hearty co-opera- 
tion on your part we can help to make the 
trip possible. Plan your vacation next year 
so that you can enjoy the wonders of the 
Western country and the many privileges 
of the Panama-Pacific International Expo- 
sition. 

The question you must decide is not so 
much whether you can afford to visit Cali- 
fornia during 1915, but whether you can 
possibly afford so0¢ to do so. 








A Course of Study 
in Your Own Chosen School 
for Christian Workers 


The Sunday School Times is constantly in 
touch with a number of Christian training 
schools where a thorough schooling is given 
in the fundamentals needed by every 
worker who is desirous of making his life 
count in service for others. 

We would like to suggest a plan by which 
a scholarship may be obtained in the Chris- 
tian training school of your choice without 
money cost to you. A few of the courses 
are conducted by correspondence, while 
others are studied to advantage only = 
residence in the school. The idea will 
appeal to many young persons and per- 
sons of middle life who feel the need of 
some special training in their chosen life- 
work. After you have inquired about 
the plan, the question of time and ex- 
pense involved will appear less and less 
like a problem, and more and more like an 
opportunity. 

















We shall be glad of an opportunity to send you the details of the particular plan in which you are 


interested, if you will simply send a postal card NOW, asking for this information. 


Address, 


Convention Department, THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








and utilized, and one can see that great pro- 
gress can be made in connection with the 
school the moment the conscience of the 
parents is aroused, and the responsibility for 
the religious training of their children within 
the church accepted. Many of the most 
successful mothers’ associations now con- 
nected with the younger grades of the school 
feel that it is essential that the mothers them- 
selves shall guide the plans, and that the 
best leader for the work is a mother of expe- 
rience, 

2. Another plan is to organize a parents’ 
department in connection with tle Sunday- 
school, to rank the same as the adult and 
other departments of a well organized Sun- 
day-school. Unlike the other departments, 
however, it may or may not do all of its work 
at a given hour in connection with the Sun- 
day-school, but presents the possibility of 
carrying out its plans in a variety of ways. 
For instance, one school might center its 

‘energies upon work for parents within the 
lower grades, while another school might be 
able to have some sort of a parents’-meeting 
connected with each of the departments of 
the school, and easily accomplish it in one 
year, while other schools might be many 
years in reaching thissameend. Again, an- 
other school might find it possible to start a 
parents’ class, meeting at the Sunday-school 
hour, and pursuing a definite course of study, 
which might be all the work for the parents 
which they would be able to do the entire 
winter, Again, another school in the same 
vicinity might plan a series of parents’ meet- 
ings, meeting monthly for the discussion of a 
given topic, and yet holding no separate de- 
partmental meetings through the entire year. 

The thought which you have is doubtless 
the same as that which is so greatly concern- 
ing others at the present time—that of help- 
ing the parents to equip themselves better 
for their task of religious training in the 
home, and for the organizing of a sense of 
responsibility for co-operation with you and 
your teachers in their plans for the religious 
education of the children whom they as 
parents have placed in the hands of the 
church, of which you are its representatives, 

Your committee will therefore need to 
decide just how much it is wise to attempt 

the first year. If they have the nucleus of a 








parents’ class for the Sunday-school, let them 
proceed to organize it, and select a course of 
study or a book for discussion, Do not be 
discouraged if the attendance is small, It 
may be that in addition to this each of the 
departmental superintendents may see their 
way clear to maintain a series of meetings 
for and with the parents; or it may be wise 
to have just the mothers of the pupils in the 
younger grades, and push the idea of inviting 
both parents in the upper sections of the 
schools, They may find it wiser still to 
arrange for a few general meetings of the 
parents, say once a month, and in a broad 
way bring to the attention of the parents the 
work of the school, and at the same time 
encourage the reading of books. 

Your public library will be very glad to 
list books for you which you can bring to the 
attention of your parents, and occasionally 
you can use your church calendar to aid you 
in bringing the names of these books to the 
attention of the congregation, 

You will also find that you can secure the 
aid of physicians, educators, and those inter- 
ested in the child welfare work of the com- 
munity to assist you in making your programs 


interesting, should you decide to hold only | 


the monthly meeting of a general character. 
You will probably find it more difficult to get 
the parents to confine themselves to a defi- 
nite course of study, or to the pursuit of some 
one book which may be used as the basis of 
discussion, You will, however, find it com- 
paratively easy to interest the mothers of 
young children in the reading of simple 
books, or in the reading of current magazine 
articles, to be discussed in an_ informal 
manner. 

A little pamphlet which will aid your com- 


mittee is entitled ‘* Plans and Programs for | 


Mothers’ Associations,’? by Mrs. W. F. 
Heath (The Sunday School Times Co., 5 
cents each, 50 cents a dozen, $4 a hundred). 
As Mrs, Heath was for many years the leader 


of the federated Mothers’ Clubs in Brooklyn, | 


New York, her suggestions are based upon 
many years of experience, and her topics and 
plans are excellent. 

In order that the committee may be pre- 
pared to recommend lines of reading for the 
coming winter, or to propose a course of 
study, it would be well for them to select a 





certain number of books for reading this 
summer, and as a means of arousing interest 
in the project they might secure others not 
on the committee who will promise to read 
some one of the books in their selected list, 
and report to the committee in the fall. 

The number of books written directly for 
parents is more limited than those of a gen- 
eral character, which perhaps would be of 
interest to parents and teachers alike. Ap- 
parently there are more books relating to the 
life of young children than to the life of olde: 
boys and girls, but altogether the list is long 
enough to give plenty of work to any com- 
mittee during the summer. A _ suggestive 
list follows, though this list is not given with 
the thought that all of the books should be 
read. It is merely given so that a selection 
can be made from them such as will seem to 
meet the local need, and which can be secured 
from the local library for this purpose. 


Child Nature and Child Nurture, by Edward 
P. St. John (Pilgrim Press, 75 cents 
net). 

Stories and Story Telling, by Edward P. St. 
John (Pilgrim Press, 75 cents net). 

A Study of Chiid Nature, by Elizabeth Har- 
rison (Chicago Kindergarten College, 
$1). 

Parent and Child, by Sir Oliver Lodge (Funk 
& Wagnalls Co., 50 cents). 

| As the Twig Is Bent, by Susan Chenery 

(Houghton Mifflin Co., $1 net). 

Hints on Child Training, by H. Clay Trum- 

bull (Scribner, $1.25). 

| The Unfolding Life, by Mrs. A. A. Lamo- 
reaux (Westminster Press, 75 cents). 

Beckonings from Little Hands, by Patterson 
Du Bois (Dodd, Mead & Co., 75 cents). 

The Natural Way in Moral ‘Training, by 

Patterson Du Bois (Revell, $1.25). 

Study of Child Life, by Mrs. Marion Wash- 
burne (American School of Home Eco- 
nomics, 506 W. 69th Street, Chicago, 
$1.50). 

| The Children of the Future, by Nora Archi- 

bald Smith (Houghton Mifflin Co., $1). 

| From the Child’s Standpoint, by Florence 

Hull Winterburn (Doubleday, Page & 

Co., $1.25). 

Children’s Ways, by James Sully (Appleton, 

$1.25). 





| 











How John and I Brought Up the Child, by 
Elizabeth Grinnell (American Sunday 
School Union, 80 cents). 

Children’s Rights, by Kate Douglas Wiggin 
and Nora Archibald Smith (Hougliton 
Mifflin Co., $1). 

Making the Best of Our Children, by Mary 
Wood-Allen (McClurg, 2 vols., $1 each). 

Fundamentals of Child Study, by Edwin A, 
Kirkpatrick (Macmillan, $1.25). 

The Dawn of Character, by E. E. R. Mum- 
ford (Longmans, Green & Co., $1.20). 

Youth, Its Education, Regimen, and Hy- 
giene, by G. Stanley Hall (Appleton, 
$1.50). 

The American Child, by Elizabeth Me- 
Cracken (Houghton Mifflin Co., $1.25). 

The Training of Children, by John Witt 
Dinsmore (American Book Co., $1). 

Your Child To-day and ‘l'o-morrow, by Mis. 
S. M. Gruenberg (Lippincott, $1.25). 

The Conservation of the Child, by Arthur 
Holmes (Lippincott, $1.25). 

Boy and Girl Adolescent Period, by Emma 
V. Fish (Crist, $1). 

Family and Social Work, by Edward T. 
Devine (Association Press, 60 cents). 

Training the Boy, by William A. McKeever 
(Macmillan, $1.50). 

The Care and Training of Children, by 
Le Grand Kerr (Funk and Wagnalls 
Co., 75 cents). 

The Child as God’s Child, by C. W. Rishell, 
(Methodist Book Concern, 75 cents). 

Parenthood and Race Culture, by C. W. 
Saleeby (Moffat, Yard & Co., $2.50). 

The Boy Problem, by William Byron For- 
bush (Pilgrim Press, $1). 

The Coming Generation, by William Byron 
Forbush (Appleton, $1.50). 

Bringing Up Boys, by Kate Upson Clark 
(Crowell, 50 cents). 

Boy Life and Self-Government, by George 
Walter Fiske (Association Press, $1). 

The Girl in Her Teens, by Margaret Slal- 
tery (The Sunday School Times Co., 50 
cents). 

The Girl and Her Religion, by Margaret 
Slattery (Pilgrim Press, $1). 

The Essentials of Character, by E. O. Sisson, 
(Macmillan, $1). 

Any of these books may be ordered through 

The Sunday School ‘limes Co. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 26 (Luke 19: 11-27) 





For Family Worship 


By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 


NCONSCIOUSLY habits become a 
very part of our lives, and we notice 
it if they are disturbed. Many of 

those things which we dislike and oppose be- 
come a part of our being, and in time their 
discontinuance would be a displeasure and 
annoyance. On the other hand, the things 
which we enjoy and appreciate sometimes 
grow to be undervalued and even trouble- 
some to us if we habitually neglect them. 

Many families have discontinued family 
worship because circumstances seem to have 
forced irregularity, until there has been a 
giving up altogether of that which has’ been 
protected and cherished through years or 
generations, 

Regularity, promptness, and loyalty will 
preserve the home-circle of prayer, but it 
will require persistency and sacrifice. It will 
mean countless blessings in the future if ob- 
served. I have sometimes wondered, when 
visiting or staying over night with a busy 
friend, if he would have family worship, and 
have sometimes been disappointed to find 
the dear old habit had become occasional. 
Invariably it is a test of spiritual growth or 
retrogression, Excuses are multiple, but let 
us remember what Dr. Maltbie Babcock used 
to say so clearly: ‘* Excuses are the state- 
ments of the circumstances under which a 
man fails to do his duty.’’ If you find your- 
self growing careless in the old family cus- 
tom, either because the children go earlier 
to school, or some are away at college, or 
for any other reason, augment your efforts, 
and overcome this tendency, and never miss 
a morning; but have family worship if you 
have it all alone. If you have to be away 
from home, arrange for it, or ask your wife 
to conduct it, if she is not in the habit al- 
ready, and have it yourself wherever you are, 
even if you have the service all alone in your 
room. 





July 20 to 26 


‘Mon.—Luke 19: 11-27. The Pounds. 

‘Not what we have, but what wé appreciate 
and use, blesses us. A man’s gifts may be 
his curse instedd of his blessing. Use or 
lose is a law of life, and only those who use 
can increase their life-values. The man 
who folds away his gift in a napkin is the 
man who will find it gone when he seeks it. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask for firmer 
faith and steadier devotion ; that we may 
constantly read and study the Word of God. 
Ask for brighter outlook and happier dispo- 
Pray that joy and happiness may 
be the natural experience of our lives as we 
let God’s joy be our strength, 

Tues,— Matt. 25: 14-30. The Talents, 

What a surprised man the one-talent man 
must have been when his talent was taken 
from him, But if he had stopped to con- 
sider, and had valued the life outside of him- 
self, he would have anticipated this very 
‘thing. He saved for self, and such saving is 
really self-destructive, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Let your children 
feelin your prayer the real worship of your 
own soul, Let them recognize that you feel 
that you are addressing the Almighty. I 
have a friend who always pauses before he 
prays, and then his deep, natural tone of 
voice seems to take us at once into the pres- 
ence of God. 


Wed.—1 Cor. 12: 1-11. Distribution of Gifts. 

The varied gifts of Christians should prompt 
appreciation instead of envy and jealousy. 
What a wonderful blessing results when all 
work together for the good of all and for the 
good of each one. God seems to give to each 
home supplementary gifts in his generous and 
wise distribution. ‘To appropriate and relate 
these gifts is to realize the wisdom of God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The sympathetic 
chord in human life may be touched if prayer 
1s deep and real and earnest. If wewin the 
hearts of our hearers, we can really lead 
them and help them. ‘* When father prays,” 
a littl girl said, **we all sort of feel God is 
at prayers with us,”’ 


Silions, 


Thurs.—Rom. 12: 1-21. Use of Gifts. 

One grows fond of that which one can do 
well, and efficiency is largely dependent 
upon perseverance and faithfulness. ‘The 
proper use of gifts means a natural liking for 
their use, and the delight of life is largely 





discovered in agreeable service. Ability, 
capability, and reliability go together. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Ask God for defi- 
nite help for definite tasks. I once heard 
a father pray that ** William might pass in 
his algebra examination, and Nellie might 
do well in her debate.’’ Those children felt 
that family worship was not only a custom 
in that house, but a force. 


Fri.—1 Cor. 3: 1-8. Co-operation. 

The natural co-operation of the whole 
physical system demonstrates very clearly the 
plan of God in working together. When 
one member suffers all suffer with it, and all 
sympathize with it. Those who are nearest 
to us are most influenced by us. True loy- 
alty means co-operation, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Prayer for foreign 
countries will help us make the world over. 
The missionaries pray for the home lands ; 
we must pray for them, and pray in faith. 
Pray for them by name, for their churches, 
their schools, their hospitals, Pray for the 
rulers of the nations, 


Sat.—1 Cor. 4: 1-13. Faithful Stewardship. 

Stewardship is one of the actual duties of 
the Christian. Faithfulness is the test of 
genuine stewardship. We are stewards, not 
of the things we understand, but of God’s 
mysteries. Faith is the medium of genuine 
stewardship. If a man believes God, he will 
be true to God’s commands. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for gentle- 
ness of spirit, for quietness of soul; that the 
life may be poised and possessed, steady and 
calm; that we may not argue with loud 
words or voices, but with composure and 
control. Pray that we may never lose our 
tempers nor forget the presence of God. 
Sun.—2 Peter 1: 1-11. Increasing Our Gifts. 

It is wonderful how one virtue adds to 
another in this wonderful catalog of Peter’s. 
As one blessing comes, it leads to another, 
and each added gift dovetails into another, 
thus making all more natural and fitting. 
The imperceptible growths of life are the 
most valuable, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : 7Thankfulness in 
prayer means, happiness in life, and culti- 
vates a spirit of appreciation and gladness, 
God's joy within. means man’s joy without. 
Pray for cheerful hearts ana happy lives: 
Pray that we may cheer and encourage 
others, and lend a helping hand at ali times. 





Hit the Spot 
Postum Knocked Out Coffee Ails. 


There’s a good deal of satisfaction 
and comfort in hitting upon the right 
thing to rid one of the varied and constant 
ailments caused by coffee drinking. 

‘* Ever since I can remember,” writes 
an Ind. woman, ‘‘ my father has been a 
lover of his coffee, but the continued use 
of it so affected his stomach that he could 
scarcely eat at times. 

‘* Mother had coffee-headache and diz- 
ziness, and if I drank coffee for breakfast 
I would taste it all day and usually go to 
bed with a headache. 

‘* One day father brought home a pkg. 
of Postum recommended by our grocer, 
Mother made it according to directions 
on the box and it just ‘hit the spot.’ 
It has a dark, seal-brown color, chang- 
ing to golden brown when cream is 
added, and a snappy taste similar to mild 
high grade coffee, and we found that 
its continued use speedily put an end to 
all our coffee ills, 

‘* That was at least ten years agoand 
Postum has, from that day to this, been 
a standing order of father’s grocery bill. 

‘* When I married, my husband was 
a great coffee drinker, altho he admitted 
that it hurt him. When I mentioned 
Postum he said he did not like the taste 
of it. I told him I could make it taste all 
right. He smiled and said, try it. The 
result was a success, he won’t have any- 
thing but Postum.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum now comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 
15c and 25c packages. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
Made in the cup with hot water—no boil- 
ing. 30c and soc tins. 

The cost per cup of both kinds is 
about the same. 

** There’s a Reason” for Postum. 

—sold by Grocers. 
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Saving Our Day Schools 
From Making Atheists 


IT RELIGIOUS education out of place in public schovls? ‘Assuredly,"’ is 
the ready answer that is lightly given in many quarters. President William 
Douglas Mackenzie, of Hartford Theological Seminary, has pointed out the 

deadly mistake that some schools make when they try to teach on the assumption 

that it is possible to be good without God: such teaching makes atheists of the 
pupils. Dr. Mackenzie has given his strong convictions on this subject in an 
article which will be published in next week's issue of the Times, 


IFTY-TWO ‘times a year The Sunday School Times stands for religious edu- 
cation. But next week's issue will be a special Religious Education 
Number, which is designed to concentrate on that subject and challenge to 

Times readers with some big truths that are commonly overlooked. Dr. Macken- 
zie’s article, mentioned above, will be a leading feature of this special number. 


When Choosing a School for Your Child 


ARENTS do not always realize the importance of selecting schools for their 
children which exert a strong religious influence. A New York business 
man who has been close to a school which gives exceptional opportunity for 

the right religious training will tell parents his mind upon the question in an 
article written for this number of the ‘Times. 





What My Bible Institute Did for Me 


ANY a successful Christian worker has been largely made what he is 
through the training he received at a Bible Institute. One such worker, 
of world-wide experience, has written of what his Bible Institute meant to 

him in a way that may lead others to enter into the rare opportunity that is offered 
through these institutes to-day. 





Where Ministers are in the Making | 
Jers TIMOTHY STONE is one of the best loved men in Chicago, and one 





of the best loved ministers in the, United, States, -He is specially close to 

business men. His church, in its new building, is one of the great religious 
achievements of Chicago, and a year ago he was made Moderator of the (Northern) 
Presbyterian General Assembly “of- the: United’Stntes; - Dr. "Stone has written an 
article for the Religious Education Number in which he gives his convictions as to 
what the theological seminary of to-day ought to provide for turning out the right 
kind of ministers. 


Getting Excited about Bible Study by Mail 








EOPLE need to be awakened to the fact that they can study the Bible by 
P mail, Lives have been revolutionized in this way. Readers of The Sunday 
School Times will tell, in this issue, something of their varied, striking ex- 
| periences with Bible Correspondence Courses. One man who was groping for 
| light on the subject sent for a sample copy of the Times, saw in it an advertise- 
| ment of a Bible Correspondence Course, enrolled in the Course, and writes the 
Times an eleven-page letter to tell what it meant to him. 


What the Advertisers Have to Say 


HE man mentioned above who saw the advertisement about correspondence 
Bible study in The Sunday School Times knows what a vital part of a 
religious paper the advertising columns are. ‘Many a seeker after the right 

school or Bible Institute or correspondence course has found the needed informa- 
tion in an advertisement. Supplementing these articles in the special Religious 
Education Number of the Times will be the information that the Times adver- 
tisers have to give to the church and Sunday-school people of North America, 





Sunday-School Captains of Industry at Chicago 


F YOU'VE read the Editor's story, on page 423, of big things that were done 
I at the biggest International Sunday-School Convention ever held, you'll want 
to see the rest of the story: it will be continued in next week’s number. 
Glimpses will be given of Dr. F. B. Meyer's marvelous messages of spiritual 
power ; of the Men’s Parade that reversed some common ideas; of Richmond 
Pearson Hobson and the Temperance Rally that says the finish is in sight. People 
are proud to be ‘‘Sunday-school folks’’ in a day like this. 





Perhaps these things make the dry subject of “Re- 
ligious Education” seem interesting in a new way. 
They are part of the real Dynamo of Life. The 
Sunday School Times is eager to keep you in touch. 





A SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE, OF CULTURE, OF 
D PREACHING, OF MISSIONS, OF PRAYER AND OF 
METHODS. Men and women who desire to unite studies 
of high grade, under the influence of distinguished leaders, 


with the most earnest religious spirit, are cordially and freely 


Address Dean Nathan R. Wood, The Gordon School, Boston, Mass, 





welcome. Interdenominational. 
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Want a cool wave? 
Say Hires and I'll 
make it blow up cold. 


At fountains or in 
bottles at grocers’, 
fruit stands, etc. 

















Church Organs 


HASTINGS, MASS 


Main Office & Works ®."s. sxenasi ‘Groen, 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Bostoa, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 


TRY IT.5 MONTHS 

FOR ONLY L 
me Christian Workers Magazin 
Published by ‘The s Mosdy Bible Institute of C zine 
Dr. James M. Gray, D.D., Editor. Bible stu 
Sunday-school lessons ; Be ne spew and p ths 
World- yor missions. hom ar$r.coayear Offer good 


in the U.S. but outside Chicago, and expires July 3 


The Christian Workers Magazine, 150 lastitute P!.,Chicago 





Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Grade Only. Established 1827. 




















HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 
ing and developing life, and of service to others, 


386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 

Quantity price, 30cents. Send fora sample copy. 

The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 


~~~ Preparation for” 
Social and Religious Service 


The Schauffler Missionary Training School 
‘prepares young women of American and foreign 
parentage for: social and religious service among 
their own people; also for church visitors, pastors 
secretaries, and the various forms of institutional 
church work. ‘Terms $100 per year ; opportunities 
for self-help; scholarships for a few. Correspond 
with the Principal, 


Mrs.MaryW: Mills; 5111 FowlerAve.S. E. ,Cleveland,0. 


The Sday Schoo! Times 


Philadelphia, July 11, 1914 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekiy at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada, ‘These rates include postage: 
$1.00 Five or more copies, either to 

7 separate addresses or in a pack- 

age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 

$ 1.50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 

per year. One tans ere years, $6.00, 

. ne free copy addi- 

Free Copies tional will be allowed 

for every ten covies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


THe SUNDAY SCHOOL Timgs Co., Publishers, 























Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


Each week you may test your knowledge 
of the Bible narratives by trying to answer 
these questions. The correct answers to 
this week's five questions will appear in 
next week's issue. The members of your 
Sunday-school class may be keenly inter- 
ested in finding how many of these ques- 
tions they can work out for themselves 
before the answers are published the fol- 
lowing week. And this may furnish a good 
summer plan to keep your pupils in touch 
with their teacher. 


6. What two great leaders were killed by 
women ? 

When did mouldy bread and old shoes 
help save a nation, and what became of 
that nation afterward ? 

What book was sunk in a great river as 
a sign of the sinking of a mighty city ? 
What city was destroyed and its site 
sowed with salt ? 

10. Who was the first blacksmith ? 


7. 


8. 


9. 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


1. Joshua, Elijah, and Elisha all passed over 
the Jordan dry-shod (Josh. 3:16; 2 
Kings 2 : 8, 14). 

2. Judah was the lion-tribe (Gen. 49 : 9). 

Dan was the snake-tribe (Gen. 49 : 17). 

Benjamin was the wolf-tribe (Gen. 49 : 

27). Issachar was the ass-tribe (Gen, 

9:14). Naphtali was the deer-tribe 

(Gen. 49 : 21). 

3, The strange words of Lamech when he 

said, ‘I have slain a man for wounding 

me, and a young man for bruising me: if 

Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly 

Lamech seventy and sevenfold,” is called 

the Song of the Sword, which he sang 

after he had forged the first sword (Gen. | 

4 : 23, 24). 

4. Joshua ordered his captains to stand on 
the necks of the five kings of the Amor- 
ites (Josh. 10 : 24). 

5. Elisha on his death-bed placed his hands 
on the hands of King Joash and shot the 
arrow of the Lord’s deliverance from 
Syria from his eastward window (2 Kings 


3:17). 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, July 26, 1914 
Good News from the Mission Fields 
(Psa. 66 : 1-8. Missionary meeting.) 
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abounding ambition ; she is no longer con- 
tent.to remain an island empire ; her career 
is to be continental and’ her future world- 
wide. No such ambition can ever be real- 
ized without the wise guidance and firm faith 
which Christianity gives. ... It is the only 
force capable of assisting us to overcome the 
counteracting gravitation of evil. Before its 
light and power the darkness and doubt of 
insistent pessimism disappear, This religion 
has given me a spiritual courage that has 
carried me triumphantly through many an 
adversity. Our country is very successful at 
producing criminals and incorrigible youth. 
Why not now welcome an influence that will 
make men? When I consider all that my 
country has yet to do before coming to her 
own, I tremble to think of her undertaking 
it with her own strength,’’ 

“ 


Good news from Korea, In spite of the 
dismay produced by the accusation of Chris- 
tians by the Japanese gendarmerie, which the 
on courts overthrew, the church in 

orea has grown with but little diminution 
of its increase. 

** Whereas in the old days the church had 
an almost undisputed Claim to supremacy in 
the thought of the Korean Christian, now a 
variety of other claims are challenging his 
attention. It is not surprising in these cir- 
cumstances that the number of inquirers 
should show some falling off. It is im- 
mensely gratifying, however, that the church 
as a whole not only stands firmly, but is 
manifesting a vigor and vitality exceedingly 
encouraging. The statistics of the year show 


creased from 39,475 to 42,913.”’ 
% 


Good news from China. Political over- 
turnings have not in the slightest degree 


gospel. The Rev. DuBois S. 
Hwai Yuen writes of a recent country evan- 
gelistic trip which revealed the deep and 
widespread desire of the people to hear what 
the missionaries have to say : 

‘*As I look ‘back over the trip, the one 
thing which remains most clearly in my mind 
is the new eagerness on the part of these 


that the communicant membership has in- 





many people to listen. Ihave often been in 
crowds during my life in China, but never 
before in such listening crowds, never when 
there were so many who seemed to come, 
not because of curiosity, but because they 
wanted to hear about God, It is a very in- 


too, for how are we meeting this opportunity ? 
Perhaps we should meet it with the same 
prayer that was overheard among the women 


rize the Lord’s Prayer. There was much 
noise and confusion, and one faithful old 
soul, trying in vain to keep up, finally went 
off to a corner, and she was heard there re- 
peating a little prayer of their own. It was 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Power for missions (Acts 1 : 1-8). 
‘TUES.—First reports (Acts 8 : 14-17). 
WED.—First Gentile mission (Acts 11: 1-12). 
‘TTHURS.—A journey and report (Acts 14: 


21-28). 

FRI.—Thanksgiving over news (Eph. 1: 15- 
23). 

SAT. —Reports encourage (1 Thess. 1 : 1-8). 











Give one recent encouraging item from mis- 
sions. 

What progress has been made in medical 
missions ? 

Tell of one conversion on the mission field. 


OOD news from Japan. It is good 

have realized their nation’s need and 
their own need of Christ, and have turned to 
him. Dr. Ezawa is one of these men in 
Japan. Ile is one of the leading lawyers in 
Japan and a member of Parliament. He 
was the foremost counsel for the Korean 
Christians charged with conspiracy against 
the life of the governor-general and acquitted 
of the charge. Ina recent article Dr, Uzawa 
writes : 

** The main reason why Japan needs Chris- 
tianity is to cast out her devils. There are 
some among us who fancy they have no 
devils to be exorcised of, but they are much 
mistaken. . . . For most people the true self 
is completely gone, and only Christ can re- 
store it whole. ... 

*¢ When I say what religion can do for a 
man, I speak out of the seriousness and ful- 
ness of my own experience. 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


‘* The Japan of to-day is absorbed ‘by 


news that within a nation strong men, 


short, and she said it softly again and again, 
*O Lord, thankful and unworthy.’ ”’ 
% 

Good news from India, The results of 
the decennial census of 1901 have just been 
published, and they show an unprecedented 
growth of the Indian Christian community. 
Even the Allahabad Pioneer, a rather anti- 
missionary English paper, and the leading 
paper of North India, is amazed, and writes 
editorially : 

‘Christianity has certainly made an amazing 
advance in India of late years, and progress 
seems likely to be uninterrupted. 


Punjab that he does not see his way clear. 
He is reported as saying in a speech in Ran- 
goon that hundreds of thousands could be 
admitted as converts if the church had the 
necessary workers. We are not ina posi- 
tion to say how deep these mass-movements 
are, and it would be of interest if the mis- 
sionary returns since the census was taken 
could be given to the public. Nearly three 
years have passed since Mr, Gait’s figures 
were compiled, and one would like to know 


Christianity from I901 to 


From the Metropolitan’s remarks, the latter 
would seem to be the case; and, if this is so, 
missionary effort would appear to be reaping | 
a rich reward at last.’ 
5 4 

Good news from Africa. 
East and West Africa there are great move- 
ments. of the African people into the Chris- 
tian Church. In the Kamerun; or German 





whether the rate of increase in the spread of 
191r has been | 
maintained in I91I to 1913, or has even risen. | 


in Meng Chen—a roomful trying to memo- | 


The | 
Bishop of Calcutta is so impressed by the | 
movements of the masses in Madras and the | 


In South and | 





| 


spiring memory, and a very sobering one, | 


(Lesson for JULY 26) JULY 11, 1984) 


West Africa, ten years ago communicants in 
the mission numbered 1,852. At that time 
there was no record of catechumens or ad- 
herents. ‘The number was small, The 
report this year shows : communicants, 5, 121; 
catechumens, 21,958; adherents, 37, 365, 
These figures proclaim louder than’ words the 
missionary spirit that has dominated the 
entire native church, 
x 

Good news from Persia. Schools where 
twenty years ago there was not a Moliamme. 
dan are now full of Mohammedan girls and 
boys. 
- *In Teheran each school has had the 
largest enrolment in its history,—345 in the 
girls’ school and 487 in the boys’ school, 
with 53 percent of the whole, or 449, from 
Moslem homes, The schools are crowded 
with three on a bench meant for two, with 
absolute freedom to teach Christianity, and 
with increasing liberty on the part of Persian 
subjects to accept it. There have been open 
confessions of Christianity on the part of 
Mohammedans, one of whom holds each 
Sunday afternoon, in his own house, a meet- 
ing, to which Sayids, Mullahs, and men of 
rank come to question him about Jesus 
Christ.”’ 


% 
Good news, but also bad news. Poor 
Mexico! Who have been her neighbors 


that she should have been left to bring her- 
self to such a pass? What if we had begun 
fifty years ago to do our duty as a neighbor 
and a friend, and had helped Mexico in her 
schools and on her farms? Would it not be 
better for both of us to-day ? 

% 


The gospel is good news for the world. 
Those who conceal good news are like 


i , | those who steal bread. 
diminished the interest of the people in the | 


Morris of | the world comes from the lands where the 


The only good news that comes back from 


good news of the gospel has been sent. 
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TEACH ING 
AND TEACHERS 


By 
H. CLAY TRUMBULL 


Doctor Trumbull’s book, ‘‘ Teach- 
ing and Teachers,’’ has found its 
way into the hands of many thou- 
sands of Sunday-school workers. 
It is still the popular book on 
Sunday-school teaching. 


$1.25 POSTPAID. 


Copies may be had from 
THe SUNDAY SCHOOL’ TIMES Co., 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 








